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Post Sellers The Post-Amerikan is a worker
co ntrolled co llec tive that puts o ut 
this paper. If yo u'd like to help, 
give us a call and leave yo ur name 
with o ur wonderful answeri ng machi ne.  
The n  we 'll call yo u back and give 
yo u the rap abo ut the Post. Yo u start 
work at nothing per ho ur and stay 
there. Everyo ne is pai d the same. 
Ego gratificatio n  and go od karma are 
the fringe bene fits. 

De cis io ns are made colle ctive ly by 
staff members at o ur regular mee t 
ings. All workers have an equal 
vo ice. The Pos t  has no editor or 
hierarchical struc t ure , so quit call
ing up and asking who's in charge .  
Ai n't nobo dy in charge. 

Anybo dy who reads this paper can tell 
the type of stuff we print. All 
worthwhile material is we lcome. We 
try to choose articles that are time ly, 
relevant, informative, and no t avail
able in o ther lo cal media. We will 

Alcoholics Anonymous--828-5049 
American Civil Liberties Union-- 452-3634 
Clare House (Catholic Worker)--828-4035 
Community for Social Action--452-4867 
Countering Domestic Violence (PATH)--827-4005 
Dept. of Children and Family Services--829�5326 
Dept. of Health, Education and Welfare (Social 

Security Admin.. )--829-9436 
Dept. of Mental Health--828-4311 
Gay Action/ Awareness Union--828-6935 
G ay National Educational Switchboard--

800-227-0888 
Gay People's Alliance (ISU) 452-5852 
HELP (Transportation for handicapped and sr. 

citizens)--828-8301 
ID. Lawyer Referral Service--800-252-8916 
Kaleidoscope--828-7346 
Lighthouse--828-1371 
McLean County Health Dept. --829-3363 
McLean County Mental Health Center--827-5351 
Men's Rap Group--828-6935 
Mobile Meals (meals for shut-ins)--828-8301 

not pri nt anything racist,  sexist,  or 
age ist. 

Mo s t  o f  o ur material and inspiratio n  
for material come s from the community. 
We e nco urage yo u, the reader, to be
come more than a reader. We welcome 
all s tories and tips for stories,  
whi ch yo u can mai l  to o ur o ffice. The 
deadline for next issue is Feb .  20 . 

If yo u'd like to work o n  the Po st and/ 
or come to meetings, call us at 
828-7232. Yo u can also reach fo lks at 
828-6885. 

Yo u can make bread hawki ng the Po st--
15¢ a copy, e xcept for the first 50 
copie s  on which yo u make o nly 10¢ a 
copy. Call us at 828-7232. 

Mail, which we more than we lcome , 
sho uld be sent to: the Po s t-Amerikan 
PO Bo x 3452, Blo omi ngto n IL 61701. 
Be sure yo u tell us if yo u do n't want 
your le tter printed! Otherwi se, i t's 
like ly to end up o n  o ur letters page . 

National Health Care Services (abortion assist
ance in Peoria)--691-9073 

National Runaway SWitchboard--800-621-4000 
in Illinois--800-972-6004 (all 800 #'s toll free) 

Occupational Development Center--828-7324 
PATH (Personal Assistance Telephone Help)--

827-4005 
Parents Anony_mous--827-4005 (PATH) 
Planned Parenthood--827-8025 
Prairie Alliance--452-8492 · 
Post-Amerikan--828-7232 
Prairie State Legal Aid--827-5021 
Project OZ--827-0377 
Public Aid, McLean Cnty. Dept. of--827-4621 
Rape Crisis Line--827-4005 (PATH) 
SAW (Student Association for Women, ISU}--

438-7619 
Small Changes Alternative Bookstore--829-6223 
Sunnyside Neighborhood Center--827-5428 
Tele Care--828-8301 
Unemployment Compensation/Employment 

Office--827-6237 
United Farmworkers Support Group--452-5046 
Women's Switchboard--800-927-5404 

BLOOMINGTON 
Eastgate IGA, at parking lot exit 
Medusa's Adult World, 420 N. Madison 
The Back Porch, 402 1/2 N. Main 
SW corner, Front & Main 
Downtown Postal Substation 
Bl. Post Office, E. Empire (at exit) 
Devary's Market, 1402 W. Market 
Harris Market, 802 N. Morris 
Hickory Pit, 920 W. Washington 
Biasi's Drug Store, 217 N. Main 
Discount Den, 207 N. Main 
U-1 Grocery, 918 W. Market 
Kroger's, 1110 E. Oakland 
Bus Depot, 523 N. East 
Wash House, 609 N. Clinton 
Pat's Billiard Supply, 801 W. Market 
Common Ground, 516 N. Main 
Man-Ding-Go's, 312 S. Lee 
Mel-0-Cream Doughnuts, 901 N. Main 
Mr. Donut, 1310 E. Empire 
Doug's Motorcycle, 809 S. Morris 
K-Mart, at parking lot exit 
Small Changes Bookstore, 409A N. Main 
Lay-Z-J Saloon, 1401 W. Market 
Pantagraph Building (in front) 
NE corner, Main & Washington 

NORMAL 
Triple Treat, 1528 E. College 
Redbird IGA, 301 s. Main 
Mother Murphy's, 111 1/2 North Sto 
Ram, 101 Broadway Mall 
Eisner's, E. College (near sign) 
Divinyl Madness, 115 North St. 
Bowling and Billiards Center, ISU 
W, W. Bakeshop, 602 Kingsley 
Cage, ISU Universi ty Union 
Midstate Truck Flaza, Route 51 north 
Upper Cut, 318 Kingsley 
Old Main Book Store, 207 S. Main 

OUTTA TOWN 
Galesburg: Under the Sun, 427 E. Main 
Monmouth: Head's Up, 123 W. First 
Peoria: Sound Warehouse, 3217 N. Univ. 
Springfield: King Harvest Food Co-op 

1131 S. Grand Ave East 
Urbana: He rizon Bkstre, 517 S. Goodwin 

Boycott Red Coach lettuce 
The boycott of non-United Farm Workers 
of America (A FL-CIO) iceburg lettuce 
is continuing. The particular target 
of the campaign is the Bruce Church 
Lettuce Grower' s label--"Red Coach." 

This new boycott began last year, as 
the various major growers refused to 
re-sign the contracts that farmworkers 
had won during 1975 and 1976. Beyond 
simple survival, the UFW for the first 
time was looking for a substantial 
wage increase, hoping to boost migrant 
farmworkers above $ 4  an l1our. 

The lettuce growers held firm and the 
California fields were again marred 
by violence and arrest. One worker, 
Rufino Contreras, was killed on the 
picket line, which led the union to 
again adopt the boycott tactic. 

At this point, a good number of large 
growers have signed. The largest, 
Inter-Harvest, signed after a boycott 
of a related product, Chiquita 
Banana. Inter-Harvest is owned by 
United Brands of Boston, which also 
controls the large banana label. 

Of the big companies, the only hold
out is the third largest--Bruce 
Church. "Red Coach" is their most 
popular label, and "Red Coach" 
lettuce, clearly identified with a 

Prison 
for 

childbearing 

YOU CAN MAKE THE DIFFERENCE 
Bpyco tts have worked in the past to bring a measure of justice to farm 
workers and their children. The farrr workers are depending o n  you 

BOYCOTI 1le� 0'oldt LABELLED LETTUCE 

Yes, I want to help! 
0 Enclosed is my donation to feed farm workers and their children on strike 

D I want to help the boycott of head lettuce 

ADDRESS --------�----ZIP CODE ------
UNITED FARM WORKERS OF A•RICAJAFl.-CIO 
PO. Box 6776. Chicago. Ill. 60680 
Phone: 786-0528 UFW� 

drawing of a stage coach and horses 
on each cellophane-wrapped head, is 
the main boycott target. 

"Red Coach" can be found on sale at 
many places, especially at Eagle 
Stores in the local area, where it is 
selling for the low, low price of 3 3¢ 
a head, prices not seen since the 

A young black woman in Maco n, Georgia , 
has been told that she will be sent to 
federal prison if she bears another 
illegitimate baby . 

.U . S. District Court Judge Wilbur Owens 
e xplained his ruling saying that there 
is a direct relationship between the 
number of children the woman has and 

boycott period of 1973 and 1974. 
Please boycott Red Coach in 
particular, and any lettuce that is 
not shipped in a box bearing the 
Black Eagle emblem of the United 
Farm Workers. For more information 
please call 452-50 46 . .  

' 

- -MgM 

per criminal conduc t . The 20 �year-old 
mother of three was charged with 
stealing a $1999 . 13 government check . 

"I'll revoke her probat ion if she 
becomes pregnant," the judge saido 
"I told her I meant business . "  

- - Ms .  Magazine 
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If the city's gonna pay for 'em, 
Paul Segob iano , county board memb e r, 
has parents who 've been re lo cated by 
urban renewal once and don't want to 
mo ve aga in .  The Segob iano s are 
aga inst deve loper Ja ck Snyder's plan 
for apartments on We s t  Washington 
Stree t .  

Donn P ie r ce , city council member fro m  .. 
Gene ral Tele phone , has fre e enterprise 
pr inciple s . He ' s  aga inst Snyder's 
apartments too . 

Even Snyder is hav ing s e cond thoughts 
about t he deal:  "If a lo t of  people 
will be unhappy , we 'd rather forg e t  
about t h e  pro je ct , "  he t o l d  the 
Pantagraph . 

Snyder 's plan invo lve s construct ion 
o f  a $2 million,  48 -unit apartment 
complex - -f inance d ma inly with 
government a id --in the 600 blo ck o f  
West Wash ington , wh ich is the blo ck 
next.to the Haag drugstore , which 
used to be the Washington Square IGA . 
Snyder owns the Haag building and its 
parking lo t .  

The plan call s  for s everal forms o f  
government ass istance , includin� $1 
million in tax-fre e indus tr ial 
revenue bonds to pay cons truct ion 
co sts . The bo nds , which would be 
is sue d by the city , are a way o f  
ra id ing the federal treasury to a id 
private development . Since interest 
on the bonds is tax -fre e ,  the intere s t  
rate is l ower than w ith ord inary 
loans . The deve loper ga ins from a 
lower intere s t  rate , the people who 
buy the bonds don ' t  have to pay income 
t ax on the ir pro f its , and only the 
federal government lo s Bs ou t .  

A s e cond form o f  a id involves 
borrowing $400 ,000  aga ins t future 
property taxe s .  Th is s cheme , called 
tax increment f inancing , a s sume s that 
the new property ( Snyder 's apartments )  
will pay more property tax than the 
o ld (a parking lo t and four home s ) .  
The expe cted increase in property 
taxes would be used to repay a loan 
tha t  would be used to buy the old  
property and ge t it ready for Snyder.  
The s tate supreme court is reviewing 
this f inancing me tho d .  

The city would also , a ccording to 
Snyder's plan , use its power of 
eminent doma in (wh ich give s them the 
r ight to force private cit izens to 
sell the ir land ) to buy the blo ck 
bounded by Jefferson, Mas o n ,  Washing 
ton, and Oak stre e t s  (the blo ck next 
to the Haag store ) . The city would 
clo s e  Oak Stree t  and lea s e  the who le  
area to Snyder "with an u l t imate 
opt ion to buy at  nominal cons ider
a t ion . "  Thus Snyder would get the 
land at  a pr ice we ll be low its value -
in addit ion t o  having his apartments 
large ly f inance d by government bonds . 

Cit ie s  o ften use the ir power of  
eminent doma in t o  for ce people to  s Gll 
the ir property . It 's a s tandard tool 
of urban rene wa.l ,  but it 's jus t  this 
tool that has t he Sego b iano s  up in 
arms . The elder Segob ianos have been 
bought out once already . 

According t o  the P antagraph , P aul 

Wine slows aging 
W ine is an ideal tonic for aging , re 
s e&rchers at Wayne State University 
have determine d .  Elde rly people 
l iving independently in the off-campus 
community were provide d with several 
tall gla s s e s  of  good wine every day 
and responde d to it more pos it ively 
than to mo st o ther geriatric tonics . 
They slept b e t ter and more regularly , 
had cons iderably more dayt ime ene rgy , 
and just generally felt more l ike the ir 
"young selve s . "  

let the city own 'em 
Jefferson Street 
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Wa1hlngton Street 
Developer Jack Snyder wants to build a 48-unit apartment complex in the block 
just west of the Haag drug store building, which he owns, at Washington and Lee 
streets. The plan requires the closing of Oak Street (not shown), and Snyder 
wants various forms of local government assistance, including two forms of 
government-aided financing to pay for the land and most of the construction costs. 

Segob iano told the city council that 
moving his parents "wo uld be vio lating 
the ir r ight to own property by yie ld
ing that r ight to a deve loper's r ight 
to make money . "  I'm sure a lot o f  
people who don ' t  have relat ives o n  
the county board have felt that way. 

Unfortunately for tha Sego b iano s ,  
urban renewal always puts some ideal 
of the city's good befo re that of 
ind ividual re s idents . In order to 
a ccompl ish th is pre sumed community 
goo d ,  without abandoning the myth o f  
fre e  enterpr is e , urban renewal uses 
real e s tate deve lopers like Snyder to 
rebuild what the city government 
bought and tore down . 

County board member Segob iano should 
know better than to compla in about the 
s tatus quo . So should council member 
Donn P ierce . 

P ie r ce is afraid that Snyder 's plan 
l e t s  the government go t o o  far . He 
doe sn't l ike tax increment f inancing 
but not be cause he 's aga inst prof its . 
Pie rce wants to kee p  government out 
of the fre e enterpr ise s ystem , wh ich 
means he 'd rather Snyder bought h is 
own land and found h is own money to 
f inance h is apartment s .  Otherwise , 
the gove r nment m ight f igure out that 
it could do without Snyder alto 
gether . 

Howe ve r ,  P ierce's o b je ct ions ignore 
a clear trend1 fewer and fewe r  large 
pro je ct s  are built without some s ort 
of  government a id .  Look at Normal 's 
new shopp ing center , Normal's assorte d  
plans f o r  new mo tels , even Normal's 

.new l ittle warehouse . The deve lopers 
are aga inst P ierce . 

Theoret ically , lo cal governments use 
the se var ious b iz zare f inancing meth
ods  to encourage deve lopers to bu ild 
pro je cts that . are benef icial to the 
who le community . Usually - -and always 
in Normal - -bene f it means ra is ing more 
tax do llars , sale s tax dollars as in 
shopp ing centers or prop erty tax 
dollars as with any new buil d ing. 

Some t ime s ,  lo cal governments use the se 
f inancing me tho ds to g ive new life to 
dying parts of towns -- at least  that 's 
what the bur2au crats intende d to do . 
But , as I s a id already , urban renewal 
do e sn't always bene f it the people who 
live in the area . Look at the plan 
to Niden one blo ck of Mor ris Avenue , 

a plan that will clo s e  the Hickory 
P it ,  a popular bla ck hangout .  

Of course , developer Snyder has taken 
.care to po int out the bene f it s  of his 
plan: an increase in property taxes ; 
a spur to re deve lopment and renovation 
of the surrounding ne ighborho o d ;  and 
the ava ilab il ity of 48 "non-sub 
s id iz e d "  apartments near downtown . 

I d on't doubt that it 's a goo d  idea 
to build apartments downtown . The 
alterna t ive is to build one huge bank 
a ll around the square . And I suppo se 
$JOO a �onth is not unusually h igh 
rent for new apartment s .  Lo ts o f  
people can't pay that much, o f  course , 
probably the ones that ' d  bene f it mo s t  
from l iv ing near downtown . 

It 's even po ss ible that Snyder's plan 
is the best  we can get . As long as  
we  play the  developers' game , they're 
go ing to take all the prof it and all 
the government favors they can ge t .  
And we 'll get apartments where we ne e d  
them only as long as a developer wants 
them there too . 

Then when the dev e lope rs and ur ban 
planners have a s cheme and they sl ide 
it by the p lanning co mmis s ion and the 
zoning commis s ion and the city council 
and the bankers , some th ing will be 
built . 

Along the way ,  if the rules are fol
lowe d ,  the people who live at the s ite 
o f  tha pro po s e d  pro je ct will get le t 
ters asking if they have compla ints . 
Or maybe somebo dy'll put up a lit tle 
s ign with a phone number to call if 
you want to know wha t's go ing on . 
The se are the latest formulas for 
community invo lvement , as mandate d  by 
Washington . 

Of course , people don't care . They 
don't call the numbers o ffered . It 
wasn't the ir idea in the first 
pla ce . All they can do is o b je ct and 
ge t put down anyway . 

If it really isn't po s s ible for the 
people who l ive and work in a ne igh
bo rhoo d  to de cide what they want , then 
we can do the next b e s t  thing --cut 
Jack Snyder out . Let the  city build 
and own t he apartments Snyder planne d .  
And maybe the pla ce will draw some 
fe is ty tenants who 'll want to run the 
pla ce themse lve s .• 

- -D.  Le Seure 



Recipe 
for 

frozen 
transfer 

center 
3 businessmen, fatted 
1 c. inertia 
1 T vested interest, ground 
1/2 c. federal red tape 
dash of stubbornness 
2 t oil of parking lot 
2 bankers' hearts, stringy 

Boil businessmen for their essence: 
dislike of people who lack money to 
buy things. While simmering this 
broth, add inertia, vested interest, 
red tape, and three pinches of stub
bornness .  Grease pan with oil of 
parking lot, and freeze with bankers ' 
hearts. Serves 7000 bus riders.  

For the third time in four years, 
city officials are faced with the 
issue of where to locate a downtown 
bus transfer center--a central spot 
where all bus routes intersect and 
thus allow easy transfer from one 
bus to another . 

For several years bus riders have 
been denied a reasonably located 
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transfer center because businessmen, 
backed up by the city council, 
don't want bus riders hanging around 
their property . 

Downtown Council members don't like 
"'undesirable characters' lurking out
side their stores while waiting for 
the bus," according to one 1977 
Pantagraph story . The Downtown 
Council is made up of downtown 
business owners . 

So the city council mucked about for 
years, holding meetings, setting up 
special task forces, and moving the 
transfer center hither and yon. At 
one point the council reviewed a poll 
of bus riders and then chose the 
riders' least favorite site, a site 
conveniently distant from downtown 
stores . 

Finally, in late 1977, the council 
settled on a system of four "random 
stops" scattered about downtown 
Bloomington--in other words, no trans
fer center at all . The idea apparent
ly was to keep the riff-raff in small 
groups and moving . Unfortunately, it 
also made transferring as difficult 
as finding a warm-hearted bank pres
ident . 

True, knowlegable bus riders could 
ask their drivers to radio ahead and 
hold a bus they wanted to catch . But 
this practice disrupted schedules 
and did nothing to reduce the 
incidence of pneumonia among bus 
riders. 

So last fall, with the restoration of 
full service in sight after the 
broken-down buses fiasco, the Transit 
Authority asked the city to establish 
a single transfer site, pref�rably i� 
the lCO block of North Main Street . 

Department of 
Urban Renevval 

Rehabilitation 
Loan Program 

The Department of Urban Development, City of Bloomi�g�on,
_ is currently seeking qualified applicants for rehab1l1tat1on 

loan programs . The programs provide money for home 
improvement loans at below market interest rates to 
qualified home owners who reside �n Community Development 
areas . No investor-owned properties are covered by these 
programs . 

The entire thrust of the program is directed at low to 
moderate income families with interest rates of 3 %  and 6% . 
Rates are determined by family size and income . 

To find out if you qualify, 
contact Mike Claver in the 

Dept. of Urban Development 
at 828-7361 ext. 245. 

This site, incidentally, has been the 
transfer center before, and it was a 
also the site favored by bus riders 
in the poll ignored by the city coun
cil . 

The transit system, particularly 
chairperson Robert Tate, was apparent
ly ready to accept a simple curbside 
transfer center, perhaps with plexi
glass shelters like the ones already 
set up elsewhere downtown . But City 
Manager Bill Vail rightly thought 
Bloomington's bus riders deserved 
better . 

Although this wasn't reported by the 
Pantagraph, Vail had in mind an 
island trasfer center with restrooms 
and--of all things!--heat . 

Since both the American State Bank 
and the National Bank of Bloomington 
are planning new parking lots on 
either side of the 10 0 block of North 
Main, Vail thought it would be useful 
to coordinate plans with the 
businesses on the block to maximize 
parking and to provide for easy 
access . 

The regional planning commission came 
up with a plan, but the bankers were 
weren't much interested in coopera
tion . According to the Pantagraph, 
merchants rejected the plan, which 
would close the 10 0 block of North 
Main, because of problems rangin� 

"from bus exhaust fumes to lack of 
walkways . "  Bankers understandably 
prefer the smell of money . 

Elmo Franklin, president of the 
McLean County Historical Society, was 
more blunt in a letter to the city . 
The society, which is restoring the 
Miller-Davis building at Main and 
Front as a historic site, opposed the 
transfer 

'
site because it "would 

neither enhance the utilization of 
the building nor add dignity to its 
presence . "  

Presumably busloads of people eager 
to inspect the new national historic 
site are not sufficient "utilization." 
And the last time I examined the 
building, on the evening of January 
14, its windows were full of Reagan 
pictures and other Republican Party 
propaganda . So much for dignity . 

Then in November, City Manager Vail 
made another suggestion: put the 
transfer center in the city's Abraham 
Lincoln Parking Lot, which is at the 
south end of the 1 0 0  block of North 
Main. 

Vail estimated the transfer center 
would take up about 50 parking spaces, 
but he proposed a 150 -space parking 
deck over the north end of the lot to 
offset the loss . That would take care 
of another objection to buses: they 
take up parking spaces . 

This plan also featured a covered 
transfer center with a heated enclo
sure and restrooms, although this part 
of the plan was never mentioned in 
the Pantagraph . 

Vail estimated the cost of the park-



Recipe for 
unfrozen 

transfer center 
Ln g de ck at $60 0,0 0 0 , h a l f  o f  wh i ch 
:he c i ty a l re ady has in i t s  p ark i n g  
fund . H e  thought that p e rhaps the 
t rans i t  sys tem c o u l d  get  a fede r a l  
grant t o  p ay f o r  the l and i t  wou l d  u s e  
for i ts t rans fe r cente r ,  and the r e s t 
o f  the co s t  could b e  b o rrowed a g a ins t 
revenues from the extra 10 0 p ar k i n g  
spaces . 

The t rans i t  s y s tem s oon reported 
that the feds we ren't eager to 
she l l  out any bucks , b ut V ai l  p l an s  
t o  p u t  the p a r k i n g  de ck i n  h i s  next 
b udge T w i th or w i thout a t r ans fe r  
cent0r b e c ause h e  thinks the c i ty 
needs the p ark i n g  s p a ce s . The c i ty 
has a l i s t  o f  5 0 - 7 5 p e o p l e  w a i t in g  
t o  b uy s p ac e s . I gue s s  t ho s e  p e op l e  
won ' t  b e  r i din g the bus . 

Anyw ay , the t rans i t  s y s t e m  i s  n o t  h o t  
for t h e  Ab rah am Linc o l n  Parking  L o t . 
Cha i p e r s on Tate s ays that us i n g  the 
lot a s  a t r ans fe r c e n t e r  wou l d  add 
ab out 5 mi nute s  onto e ach bus  rout e . 
The extra t ime downt own , he s a i d ,  
would me an cut s i n  s e rvi ce e l s ewhe re 
on the route s ,  and chan g e s  i n  the 
route s r e q ui re fede r a l  approva l , a 
4 - month proce s s . 

I f  Tate  i s  r i ght ab out the cuts  in 
s e rv i ce , he should f i gh t  t o o th and 
n a i l  a g a i ns t the park i n g  l o t  t r ans fer 
center . The only thing i s , the park
ing  lot  i s  on l y  a c oup l e  hundred feet  
from the  10 0 b l ock of  North Ma i n  and 
even t r a f f i c  p a t t e rn di f f i cu l t i e s  
s e em unl ik e l y  t o  account for a ful l  
5 - m1nute l o s s . 

Ye t Tate  i s  pus h i n g  for the b us 
r i de rs ' p re ferred s i te , and he doe s  
have a po int when h e  s ays that 
l inking the t rans fe r center t o  
p ro j e c t s  has n o t  been g o o d  for 
t rans fer cente r .  

o ther 
the 

As i de from red t ape , the r e a l  ob s t ac l e  
t o  a g o o d  t rans fe r  cen t e r  i s  once 
again the c i ty ' s  unw i l l ingne s s  t o  
b uck down t own bus i ne s s  l o rds , n o t ab l y  
the b anke r s . The c i ty c o unc i l  should 
change i t s  p o l i cy o f  l e t t ing the 
b us ine s speop l e  h ave ve t o  pow e r  ove r 
the t r ans fe r  c e n te r .  

I n  fact , the c i ty s h o u l d  use i t s  

Used Car Sam's law 
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A plan to build an enclosed, heated bus transfer center in the 100 block of North Main Street 
was scuttled recently when the National Bank of Bloomington and the American State Bank 
declined to go along with thf! city's  plans. The National Bank plans to tear down most of the 
east side of the block to build a parking lot, and the American State Bank has similar plans 
for the west side. The city's plans for a transf�r center called for closing the block to 
regular traffic and coordinating construction and access with the banks. The North Main 
site was favored by bus riders in a 1 976 poll. Instead, they're now being offered a transfer 
center in the Abraham Lincoln Parking Lot, but the transit system is not eager to implement 
that plan because of expected cuts in service that the system expects it would cause. 

p owe r o f  eminent doma i n , i t s  
a t t o rne y , and what e ve r  o the r 
i t  has t o  h a r a s s  the b anke r s  
coope ra t ing . 

c i ty 
t o o l s  
into 

B e t t e r  y e t , unt i l  that t rans fe r 
center i s  bui l t - - on N o r th Ma in S t r e e t  
- - we bus r iders and demo c r a t s  and 
e c o l o g i s t s  and anarch i s t s  and cons e r 
vat i o n i s ts should take t o  t h e  me e t ing 
rooms and s i dew a l k s  t o  haras s the  
b anke r s  and the counc i l  memb e rs . 

Un t i l  then , le t them bre athe di e s e l  
fume s . • 

- - D .  Le Seure 

Punl� music. 
banned· 

"We 're aga inst punk ro ck that leads 
pe ople into the stre e t ,  caus ing trouble , 
defe cating , urinating and forni cating , "  
de clare d county l iquor -board c hairper
son Robert Mi ller of  College Park , 
Maryland. 

Used car tax runs over poor 
The boo z e  board put a stop to all punk 
rock concerts at the University o f  
Maryland's campus thi s year , threat
ening to pull every l iquor license in 
the vic inity of  the school if students 
didn't put a damper on the ir spirits . 
Punk ro c k ,  as define d by Miller-- "ac id 
ro ck or  ro ck .'n' roll mus ic that i s  
playe d at  a high dec ibe l leve l " - - is 
forb idden now , along with any bands 
that "use o ffensive name s . "  In the 
latter category , Mi ller c ited two 
groups as example s :  the Sex Change 
Band and Original Fe t ish . 

I f  you buy a u s e d  c a r  from a p e r s on 
(ins t e ad o f  from a u s e d  car  l o t ) , you 
now have t o  p ay a $30 t ax . 

The new t ax l aw - - p a s s e d b y  I l l ino i s  
l e gis l at o rs w i th a l mo s t  n o  p ub l i c i ty 
l a s t  s umme r - - t oo k  e ffe c t  Jan . 1, 1980. 

The new t ax doe s n ' t  app l y  to veh i c l e s  
b ought a t  u s e d  c a r  l o ts , whe re y o u  p ay 
the  usual 5 %  s a l e s  t ax .  

The new l aw i s  an o u t r ageous l y  r e g re s 
s i ve t ax- - a  t ax whi ch takes a l arge r 
p ropo r t i on o f  a p o o r  p e r s on's income 
t han a r i ch p e r s on ' s .  

The new l aw also  g i v e s  a c ompe t i t ive 
a dv an t age to used c a r  l o t s , who s e  
own e r s  h ave a lways frowned on p r i vate 
indi v i du a l s  s e l l ing the i r  c a r s  through 
c l a s s i fi ed ads . 

I f  you buy a $ 200 car from Don S t one 
F o r d ,  you onl y  h ave t o  p ay $ 10 t ax - 
s a l e s  t ax .  

I f  y ou buy the  s ame $200 c a r  from a 
p r i vate ind i v i du al ,  you now h a ve t o  
p ay the $30 t ax--the new " u s e  t ax . "  

I f  you have money and are b�ying a 

re l a t i ve ly good us ed c a r  for $ 2 0 0 0  
o r  s o ,  t h e  addi t i on a l  $30 won ' t  b e  
t h a t  much ext r a .  I t  w i l l  b e  much l e s s  
than you ' d  norma l l y  p ay i n  s a l e s  t ax .  

I f  you're p o o r  and buy i n g  r e l at i ve l y  
inexpens i ve j unkers , t h e  new $30 t ax 
wil l cons t i tute a huge p roport i on o f  
your purch as e . Since your inexpens i ve 
cars die s oone r ,  your pove rty fo r c e s  
you t o  b uy a repl acement s oone r , with 
ano ther $30 tax . 

I as ked the guy a t  one o f  the t i t l e  
s e rvice p l ac e s  in t own how the he l l  
t hey g o t  a law l ike thi s  one p a s s e d . 
He t hought i t  was an out rage t o o . 

The g uy a t  the t i t l e  p l ace s a i d  no 
one knew who the l obby i s t s  fo r t h i s  
l aw were . H e  thought p e o p l e  should 
wri te t o  the i r  l e g i s l at o rs and ask 
them wh a t  they though t  they were 
do i n g . He agreed that mayb e the used 
c a r  lot own e r s  h ad s ome t h i n g  to do 
w i th the l e g i s l at i on . 

" I t w a s  a s e cr e t  l aw for s i x mon ths , "  
the guy a t  the t i t l e  s e rvi ce p l ace 
told me . •  - - M . S . 

--High Times 
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II 'Be J. ust, honest, sincere': ����tt�u�f t�a�8��f.�·�n�b��! :��d. 1,: "Yeah, it's pretty stupid all right." _ 
I BJHS motto explored �h:�s�e����!�ie 

c����sf��d���s 
t��� rule ',: . 

divert the driver's attention. � I students are also ordered, in capital ,-1 letters, to "NOT MAKE VERBAL REMARKS _ OR OBSCENE GESTURES TO PERSONS INSIDE ,-The above is indeed the motto for WHITT DID YOU tr> IN � 1Xl4.1 1 m�: "°" OR OUTSIDE OF THE BUS AT ANYTIME·" I Bloomington Junior High School, as 
So it's not just that student� I _ stated in the School's 197 9 -1980 Pupil WEU,FliSTW£lll�A\l.fl��ltm.D>1\\/' shouldn't talk loudly but their _ I Handbook. It seems to be the only � �05 u.m 11\�N f(R� 10 remarks can• t be verbal. I� by . i line in the book which is those things. �.TllNUI tJAD"t) verbal they mean .Q.E& • American Sign _ The BJHS handbook is purportedly LW.i "" ' �\l)ot:V( � ) so available to Junior high school t � Qll90& Ql-l � Language as a se�onc;i l.an9uage must be ,

-
_ - written and distributed to students � ,_.., ). students that it is a reasonable I and their parents to give both "some -..<n.D--,<llu.I.�NU. · option for communication. If what ,
-
, 

very basic rules and suggestions to nw ��·�t-lb cN they really mean, and of course they help insure ... success at Bloomington "fm:U'.)M llJ �MEl':�::r .. 0U do is don• t talk dirty, then they '- Junior High School. " The "very basic \ sh�uld say "Don't talk dirty·" And 1 rules" are aimed at creating the most then, to make themselves even more '= oppressive atmosphere for learning I clear, they should print a list of 1 _ have seen of late. "It's Your School" the words they don't want the BJHS says one of the headings. You may students to use. I pause for a hearty guffaw at that, as I '� I did. So now the BJHS student is at the 
school. And there are rules to tell The first sentence on the handbook them where they can enter and leave. '- cover reads, "Bloomington Junior High "Pupils may use any entrai:ce except j School has many traditions which have the main entrance on Washington Street '- developed since BJHS was established (This entrance is reserved for visit- I in 1 9 .59 · "  Apparently nothing, With ors guests, and staff,) and the en-' very minor exceptions (such as the tra�ces on the north court area, " -, _ appearance of a police "counselor" and that everyone in the world is not over states rule 2. Rule 3 reads, "Pupils _ I the allowing of girls to wear pants), 45. You are also to "leave snow on may enter through any ent:ance except ,-.. has changed at BJ in 20 years, the ground." And are not to "throw the Main Entrance on Washington Street _ ' snow or even pick up snow on the school and those entranceS-near the � and I The first right that BJHS students have grounds or on the walk to and from locker rooms. (These entrances are _ I (they have six rights) is "to be re- school." I assume the purpose of this reserved for visitors and/or staff)." I spected as unique individuals," The rule is to keep BJHS students from (Underlining theirs, and for clar- _ rest of the handbook goes on to negate getting frostbite or catching cold. ification the gyms are located at I� that statement. the north court area.) _ I The rules for bicycle riders are pretty '� Students may arrive at BJ by walking, straight. They don't want them ridden I can think of five reasons why both _ I riding the bus, or riding their bikes. on the·grass, they want them locked, those rules are in the handbook: ,-1- All activity involved seems to involve and they'd appreciate riders who obey 1) Nobody proofread the handbook; �,. two things: 1) Don't do anything safety rules. Like I said, pretty ·2) They really, really, really don't stupid because you might get hurt straight. want students to use those doors, (which is legitimate), and 2 )  Don't do J)  It's a quiz like the Find-Six-anything stupid because you "are seen But the rules for bus riders border Things-Different-About-These-Two-' by thousands of adults each day" and on the ridiculous. Bus riders have Pictures in the comics, 4) They be-"the adults you meet are taxpayers and 22 rules to follow. The vast majority lieve in repetition, or .5) They be-'- are helping to pay for your education " of them, I must admit, are necessary lieve in repetition. (which is, of course, far from legit- and are mostly just common sense 

I- imate). things. But the ones that are stupid 
are pretty stupid indeed. j If you walk, you are to "keep the : volume of your voice down and control I your actions so that you don't attract = everyone's attention." God forbid ' those thousands of adults be reminded 

Students who are bussed to BJHS are to 
"remember that loud talking and laugh
ing or unnecessary confusion diverts 
the driver's attention • . .  " I talked 
to a woman who drives a junior high 

. .. ............................... _ 

NATURAL FOODS 
.516 ·N. Main St. Bl�mingtoll,_Jll. 61101. ��A 1\atw-&1.fuocl, st.are , feai>tJtlf\6... . �fi16s J\ltt. � ,_� )"I 
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Students can leave the building by any 
doors except the _ones on Washington 
Street. Presumably they can leave 
through the north court/gym ar�a so 
they know whether they are coming or 
going. 

But wait, not so fast. They may not 
let you leave at all. . "Pupils needing 
to get special help, to make up work, 
or to serve detention may be requested 
by any staff member to stay beyond the 
regular dismissal time. It is yohr 
responsibility to meet §:!2 aftersc ool 
assignment and to inform your paren�s. 
Any exceptions must be worked out with 
the teacher involved. After-school 
responsibilities take precedence over 
athletics, cheerleading, Scouts, paper 
routes, choir practice, piano lessons, 
babysitting, etc." (Underlining 
theirs.) 

So what they seem to be saying is
.

that 
�t the whim of any teacher or admin
istrator, any student may be forced at 
a moment's notice to stay after school, 
messing up the life of the �id, the 
parent who has to make special arrange
ments to get the kid out of captivity, 
and the responsibilities and obliga
tions the kid has. But remember, the 
first right any BJHS student has is 
"to be respected as unique individuals." 
Seems the administration forgot that 
one. 

And lord help the BJHS student who 
gets sick while at school. You see, 
you can't just go to the nurse. That 
would be too easy. They first have to 

, get sick, only between cl:;i.sses. "Ex
cept in an emergency, pupils should 
not leave a class to see the nurse." 
So what they have to do is this: 
" • • •  secure a nurse's pass signed by 
the teacher in charge of the class 
from which you will be absent. Pupils 
should not go directly to the nurse, 
but should bring the pass to Office 
213 for further directions." 

1_u_u_u_u_o_1�.._...��� 
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BJHS··jai l  for juveniles 

A Bloomington Junior High School 
student was so upset about the rules 
and regs at BJHS that when she took 
them home to her parents she told 
them she felt they were like prison 
rules. Her parents agreed. They 
showed her handbook to a friend of 
theirs who works as a guard at 
Pontiac Prison. 

The guard said she was right1 the 
BJHS rules are as bad as or worse 
than the rules at Pontiac. 

I called 
book. I 
Resident 
Prison. 
striking 

BJHS and got a student hand
also procurred a copy of the 
Rule Book from Pontiac 
The two books have some 
similarities. 

"Clothing must be worn in a neat and 
orderly fashion • • . •  There will be no 
altering of clothing. When wearing 
a shirt, only the top button may 
remain open. The collar is to be 
worn down and shirttails must be 
tucked in at all times." (Pontiac 
Prison) 

"Attire for girls should be dresses, 
skirts or slacks with blouses and/or 
sweaters • • • •  Attire for boys should be 
slacks with sport shirts and/or 
sweaters • • • •  Clothing should not be 
ragged or soiled. It should be worn 
in the manner in which the manufac
turer intended." (BJHS) 

"No rags or handkerchiefs will be 
worn on your head at any time." (PP) 

9"C���J-0-l�����,._.,.. 

motto cont. I 
I would imagine that the further I 
directions are instructions on how ,. to get to the nurse's office since 
there is so much red tape to go through t 
I doubt many students actually make it._ 
What this all means is that, say, the ' 
gets sick after P.E. and needs to go 
to the nurse. Now, the gym is just i down the hall from the nurse's office. -
But the kid has to go to, say, the ,third floor and get the next teacher _ 
to hand over a pass. Then it's down .� to second floor to the office, and, _ 
after further .directions, back down .-to first floor across from the gym _ 
where the nurse sits reading dime nov- ,
els and marveling at the good.health : 
of BJHS students. A person could ' die first! . I i i 

"Hats, caps, and other head coverings 
may not be worn in the building." 
(BJHS) 

For disobeying the prison clothing 
rule, a resident may receive a 
penalty of 90 days in C grade, and/or 
one month of good time revoked, 
and/or 15 days in segregation. This 
is a bit stiffer penalty than at BJ, 
where "pupils who are inappropriately 
dressed will be loaned replacements 
or sent home to change clothes. They 
will be expected to make up any class
work and time lost from class due to 
inappropriate dress." 

In dining, also, the rules are 
similar. "When you arrive in the 
dining room in formation �ou should 
sit where assigned." (PP) "Upon 
entering the cafeteria, be seated 
(4 pupils to a table) • . •  , " (BJHS) 
"You may be allowed to leave the 
dining room • • •  as directed by the 
supervising staff.." (PP) "Super
visors will dismiss pupils to proceed 
t? the next class." (BJHS) All very 
nice and neat and tidy--yes, sir; 
thank you, sir; kiss my foot, sir. 

There's also a distaste for noise at 
both institutions.· "Singing, 
whistling, dancing, loud laughter, 
loud talking, as well as all forms of 
noisy conduct, will not be tolerated," 
(PP) The prison rule book mentions 
this only once. The student handbook 
harps on this subject. "Keep the 
volume of your voice down and control 
your actions • • . •  Talk in a conversa
tional tone • • • •  Keep noise to a 
minimum • • • •  Pass quietly to and from 
the cafeteria • • • •  Talk quietly in the 
halls . • • •  Quiet, orderly passage to 
and from the auditorium is 
necessary • • • •  Do not whistle . • • .  Leave 
in a quiet, orderly manner." The 
BJHS administrators want to make 
themselves perfectly clear. 

Prisoners at Pontiac may be punished 
for disobedience by spending time in 
C grade, having good time revoked, or 
being placed in segregation. 
Prisoners at BJHS may be punished by 
means of "paddles or other such 
devices which are used for the purpose 
of corporal punishment," suspension, 
expulsion, or the turning over of a 
kid to the police or juvenile 
authorities. I guess BJ is better, 
after all. If you try to skip out of 
jail, they make you stay longer, but 
if you try to skip out of school, 
they make you stay home. 

Prisoners and students alike have 
certain responsibilities, the main 
ones being to blindly obey. "The 
residents of this correctional 
facility are obliged to obey its rules 

and regulations • • • .  You are prohibited 
f�om violating any of these regula
tions • • • •  You must obey all rules • • • •  
All bulletin rules • • •  must be 
obeyed • • • •  The residents of this 
corre?tional facility are obliged to 
obey its rules and regulations." 
(Yes, you did read this before. It 
appears twice. It is apparently a 

·shoddy attempt at subliminal 
suggestion.) 

BJHS seemingly does not want to push 
this point, especially since the 
s�udent handbooks must be read, 
signed, and returned by the parents. 
�ts rules for obedience are seemingly 
innocuous. "To accept responsibility 
for their behavior, to respect the 
rights, feelings, and property of 
others, to respect the skills and 
authority of teachers and other 
members of the school staff, and to 
obey school rules, regulations and 
school personnel," are the most 
blatant ones. · 

Where the Pontiac Prison and the 
Bloomington Junior High School rules 
differ massively is in the rights of 
the individuals involved. Pontiac 
says nothing about the rights of 
prisoners, because they have no 
rights. BJHS, on the other hand, 
pretends that students do. That is, 
as all of us who are or who have been 
students know, a blatant untruth. 

Somehow I think I would opt for 
honesty. ", .. While public education 
is the right of youth, the right 
implies that pupils have the 
responsibility to obey the rules of 
the school district and the laws of 
the state." (UnderJ.:ining theirs.) 

So don't think they have rights, 
'cause they don't. At BJHS the 
minimum sentence is three years. And 
at 15 when they get out, it's only 
been 20% of their lives. It could be 
worse. Or could it? • 

--Deborah 

The school nurse cannot give a studen� 
any medication, nor can any medication 
be administered by the student.. "How
ever, in order to provide for the well 
being of students, under exceptional 
circumstances medicine may be admin
istered during school hours by a des
ignated member of the District's cer
tified professional staff or self-ad
ministered by a Bloomington Junior 

�i ............. __ ...... ____________________________ ___ 

High School Student in accordance with 
the following: A request for admin
istering student medicine shall be 
submitted in advance on a form provided 
by the School District, and such re
quest shall be signed by the parent or 
guardian and the physician prescribing 
the medicine .... The School District 

- Administrator has sole authority for 
approving or denying the request." 

So it seems if they deny the physician's 
request and the student takes the med
icine anyway, the kid is breaking 
school rules (read: questioning auth
ority) and could probably be brought 
up on charges of possession of a con
trolled substance and sent to Victory 
Hall or Morgan Washington, where they 
would probably be given the medicine 
they need. 

"It's Your School." Tell me about it .• 

--Deborah Wiatt, 
with a little help 
from a proof�eader 
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MEG director l ies 
to press • • 

• 

. again 
Re s p ondi n g  t o  inqui r i e s  from a r e a  
newspap e r s  about the " in t e rn a l  
i nve s t i g at i on , "  t h e  M E G  b o a rd l aunched 
i n  Decembe r , MEG D i re c t o r  Je rry 
LaGrow is b ac k  to h i s  o l d  t r i ck s :  
t e l l ing out r i ght l ie s  t o  repo r t e r s . 
The i nve s t i g at i on i s  s uppos e d  t o  check 
out a l l e g at i on s  o f  MEG m i s c onduc t 
made by former in former Rod Mey e r .  

"Je rry LaG r ow , MEG D i re c t o r , s ai d  he 
was unaware an inve s t i ga t i on h ad b e e n  
o rde red b y  t he governing b oard , "  
P e o r i a  Journal Star repo r t e r  Ri chard 
Ney wro t e  Dec . 2 8 .  

LaGrow was l y in g . He had a t t ended a 
MEG b o ard mee t ing exe cut ive s e s s ion 
the day b e fore, and another a week 
b e fore . The s o l e  s ub j e c t  of the 
mee t in g s  was the inve s t i ga t i on LaGrow 
c l a imed t o  b e  unaware o f .  

"He s ai d  he had n o t  s een any o f  the 
a l l e ga t i ons made by the fo rme r 
informan t , nor did he know the n ame s 
o f  the o ff i c e r s  charge d , "  the De c .  2 8  
Journ a l  St ar art i c l e  cont inue d .  

Ano ther l ie . A t  the Dec . 2 7  MEG 
b o ard mee t in g , o f f i c i a l s , inc ludi n g  
LaGrow , went into  execut i ve s e s s ion 
and di s cus s ed a t h i ck packet  o f  
rep o r t s  from the P r o fe s s i on a l  
St andards D i v i s ion o f  the Department 
of Law Enforcemen t , the agency whi ch 
f i r s t  began inve s t i gat ing ex - informe r 
Meye r ' s  a l l e g a t i ons . Since a P o s t  
repo rter  snuck a few quick peeks a t  
t h e  r e p o r t s  wh i l e  MEG bo ard memb e rs 

The plate on MEG's new silver Mercury Cougar 
was AR 8237 whe� this photo was taken. By late 
December, MEG had changed the plate to JT 7241.  
The narcs also have a similar light blue Cougar. 

were out o f  t he room , we know what the 
report was about . We know the b o ard 
memb e rs di s cus s e d  the repor t s , b e c au s e  
ano t h e r  P o s t  rep o r t e r  was ab l e  t o  hear. 
a few t e l l t a l e  s entences wh i l e  
e avesdr opp i n g  o n  the c l o s ed s e s s ion 
for a vew minu t e s  through s ome 
s ound - c a r rying  l ouve red doo r s . 

LaG row a l s o  di s p l ayed h i s  charact e r
i s t i c  ove r - p a r anoid ment al i t y ,  
accus i n g  the Journa l  Star r e p o r t e r  o f  
having s omeone e l s e  l i s tening i n  on 
the exten s i on phone . 

Ac cording t o  the Dec . 2 8  P e o r i a  p ape r , 
LaGrow f in a l l y  hung up on the 
report e r , s aying "You ' re t ry ing to dig 
your dir t . There ' s  no dirt in the 
MEG un i t . "  

On ly a day l at e r ,  LaGrow had f l ipp ed 
ab out 180 degree s .  A Dec . 29  Journa l  
St ar s tory quo t e s  t h e  MEG b o s s  
c l a im ing h e  "we l c ome s "  t h e  inve s t i 
g a t i on (wh ich h e  s uddenly knows a l l  
ab out ) . 

De s p e r a t e  t o  dis credit  the informer 
who had turned a g a i n s t  MEG a f t e r  five 
years , LaGrow t o l d  the Journ a l  Star 
that Me ye r had a c r imin a l  record- - a  
r e c o rd wh i ch MEG never wo rr ied ab out 
b e fore in as s e s s ing the informe r's 
c redib i l i ty .  

The MEG b o s s  a l s o  l i ed by imp ly ing 
that ME G f i red Meyer b e fore he b e g an 
mak ing charges.  "We s t opped us ing 
him . I think you ' re int e l l igent 
enough t o  know what that m i ght me an. 

Narcs drive 
t hese c ars 

MEG has several more cars than 

the ones shown here. One is a 
maroon '79 Mustang II, DT 9239. 
Don't depend on identifying a 

narc's car by the license plate 

numbers--the MEG agents change 

the plates frequently. 

This green '77 Olds, MY 456, is Agent Paul 
Brenkman's 

·
personal car. According to the 

Secretary of State's office , Brenkman lives at 
1833 St. Jude Court, Peoria Heights. 

MEG's older bashed-in white Catalina (left and 
below) was photographed at the home of MEG 
agent Ron Davis, 1340 S. 7th St. , Pekin. 

ABOVE: MEG Director Jerry LaGrow 

He had mot ives for the s e  charge s , " • 
LaG r ow s a i d ,  a c co rding t o  the 
Journ a l  Star . 

Ac tua l l y , Rodney Mey e r  f i r s t  made 
contact  w i th the G a l e s burg Free V o i c e  
and t h e  Po s t - Ame r ik an in Sep t emb e r. 
He was m ak ing a l l e g a t i ons a g ain s t  MEG 
t o  the Dept . o f  Law Enforcement ' s  
P r o fe s s i on a l  St andards D i v i s i on a s  
e ar l y  as Octob e r . Mey e r  was s t i l l  
working for  MEG i n  e ar l y  Novemb e r , 
when he p art i c ip a t ed in a buy - bu s t  
in G a l e s burg .• 

- -M . S .  

Above: MBG's Pinto wagon, LS 6952. 
Below: MEG's blue Ford F-150 pick-up, 440 005 B. 

---.If-_,� 

MEG's older red Ford Ranchero (above & below) 
says "J. Miller, Spfld" on the driver's side. In 
December, its license plate was 447 601 B. 
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Veteran MEG snitch 
turns double agent; 
fore es probe 

De s c r i b e d  i n  l as t  month ' s  Pos t -Ame r i 
kan a s  MEG ' s  m o s t  produc t i ve and 
t r u s t e d  " s pe c i a l  emp l oyee , "  Rodney 
C .  Mey e r  h a s  t urned aga ins t the unde r
cove r narc s q uad wh ich he worked for 
o f f  and on for ove r f i ve y e a r s .  

Meyer ' s  a l l eg a t i ons o f  MEG m i s c onduc t 
- -wh i ch inc l ude en t rapment , c o ached 
t e s t imony , fal s i fi ed report s , p e r j ury , 
and � vari e ty o f  unpro fes s i onal  and 
s omet imes i l l e g a l  t a c t i c s - -forced the 
MEG gove rning board i n t o  two h i gh l y  
unusual  spe c i a l  me e t ings  ove r  the 
Chr i s tmas ho l iday s . ME G is conduct ing 
its  own " in t e rn a l  inve s t i g a t i on "  i n t o  
Meye r ' s  a l l e g a t i ons . 

For a coup l e  months , Meyer was working 
almo s t  as a doub l e  agent . As e a r l y  
a s  Septemb e r  1 9 79 , whi le Meyer w a s  
wo rkin g unde r cove r in G a l e sb urg , the 
ve te ran s n i tch app roached the Po s t 
Ame r i k an and Mike Richards on , edi t o r  
o f  t h e  G a l e sburg Free Voice. 

Afte r he arin g Meye r ' s  a l l e g a tion s  that 
MEG b o s s  J e r ry L aGrow had know i n g l y  
app roved fa l s i fied re ports  and tacit ly 
okayed p e r j ured tes timony , Ri chards on 
s e t  Meyer up w i th the De partment o f  
Law Enforc emen t ' s  in te rna l s e l f 
p o l icing arm : the Profe s s ional St and
a rds Division . Me yer be gan s e cr e t ly 
me e t in g  w i th an inve s tig a t o r  from 
P r o fe s s i o n a l  St andards.  

By Novemb e r , with ME G s t il l un aware 
its s t ar snitch h ad turned t r a i t o r , 
Mey e r  �as phoning the Pos t-Ame rikan 
s e ve r a l  t ime s a week--wh i l e ma in
t a in i ng j us t  as frequent con t a c t  w i th 
the ME G o ffice . On five o c c a s ions 
so far , Me ye r has me t wit h  P o s t -Ame r
ikan r e p o r t e r s  face-t o - face for t aped 

-interviews . 

Meyer d i d  n o t  meet Pos t r e p o r t e r s  i n  
p e r s on unt i l  a fter t h e  s n i t ch had 
f i n i s hed up h i s  unde rc ove r work in 
G a l e sb ur g  Novemb e r  6 and moved to 
ano ther t own . Though Meyer was s t i l l  
phon ing i n  t o  the MEG o ff i c e  every few 
day s , he ins i s ted t h a t  he was no 
l onger working a t  s e t t i n g  people up . 
Since we agreed t o  h o ld Meyer ' s  info r 
mat i on unt i l  MEG knew he had t urned 
t r a i t o r , the s t ory l a s t  i s s ue inc l uded 
on l y  wha t  we knew about the l on g-term 
s n i tch through o ther s ource s . 

An e r r a t i c ,  unpredi c t ab l e  p e r s on a l i ty , 
Meye r ' s  mot i va t i on s , p l ans and go als 
in b e t ra y i n g  MEG s e em t o  f l uc t ua t e  
from day to day . H e  has made s ome 
exaggerated c l aims wh i ch he has 
t roub le s upp o r t in g  w i th s pe c i fi c  
de t ail s .  Al though w e  have c aught h i m  
in a few cont radi c t i ons , he has a l s o  
de l ive red good s o l i d in format i on , s ome 
o f  which we have a l ready verified in
depent ly . 

Some o f  the ve ry he avie s t  in format i on 
--Meyer ' s  a l mo s t  s c anda l o us de s c rip t i on 
o f  the outrage ous t actic s he u s e d  t o  
s e t  u p  s e ve r a l  o f  his l at e s t de fend�n t s  
in G a l e s b urg--w e a g r e e d  t o  h o l d  un t i l  
next i s s ue . So we de cided t o  h o l d  the 
entire s t o ry of our inte rviews w i th 
the e x-s n i tch un t i l  then . 

As the Pos t-Ame rik an reported l as t  
is sue , Mey e r  was b us ted for s e l l ing 
speed in 1 9 74 ,  durin g  h i s  f i r s t  year 
a s  a MEG " s pe c i a l  emp l oyee . "  Meye r  
b e at t h e  s a l e  c h a r g e  a f t e r  b o th he and 
h i s  w i fe pas s ed a p o l y graph confirming 
Meye r ' s  s t o ry : that Meyer ' s  s up e r
vis ing ME G agent h ad g iven the s n i tch 
p e rm i s s ion t o  s e l l  drugs . 

Thin gs h aven ' t  changed'much s ince 

ABOVE: Professional informer Rodney C .  Meyer, 
MEG's star snitch for over five years, has 
betrayed the narcs who hired him to betray others. 
Besides passing on information to the Post
Amerikan, Meyer has been making allegations 
against MEG to state investigators. 

then , according to Meye r's s t ory . 

G a l e sburg re s ident Richard Mitchel l 
a l s o.doe sn ' t  think th ings have changed 
much , he t o l d  the Pos t-Ame rikan . 

· Mitche l l  s ays he bought MDA from Meyer 
twice l a s t  fa l l , while  Meyer was work
ing for MEG . Afte rwa rds , the ME G 
s nitch arran ged for Mit che l l  to s e l l  
p o t  t o  ME G agent John L i nden , and 
M i t che l l  was arres ted for the p o t  
de l ivery . M i t che l l  s ays he passed a 
ME G-spons o red p o l y g raph on his s t ory 
in e a r l y  Decemb e r .  

Rodney Mey e r  hope s t o  get  immun i ty 
from p rqs e c ut ion for c ooperat ing with 
the inve s t i g a t i on o f  MEG . Whe ther he 
g e t s  immun i ty or no t ,  we wil l print 
the s t ory next i s sue . •  

- -Ma rk Silve r s te in 

MEG launches 'internal investigation' 

of ex-informer's charges 
After learning that former MEG informer 
Rodney c .  Meyer had been quietly 
making allegations of illegal and 
improper police procedures, the MEG 
Board of Directors decided--at a 
hastily convened special meeting 
Dec. 1 9 - - to launch its own "internal 
investigation." A three-member 
committee headed by Peoria County 
State's Attorney Mike Mihm took charge 
of the probe. 

Earlier, the Department of Law 
Enforcement's Professional Standards 
Division--without MEG officials' 
knowledge--had been investigating 
Meyer's allegations. 

Professional Standards has halted its 
investigation, and copies o:{ their 
reports have been turned over to the 
MEG board. Post-Amerikan reporters 
saw copies of those reports·at a 
second special meeting of the MEG . 
board, convened only eight days after 
the first. 

MEG Directors have trouble enough 
getting a quorum for their regular 
bi-monthly meetings. The fact that 
they held two special meetings--over 
the Christmas holidays--shows that 
something was definately up. 

dled in closed executive sessrons to 
discuss "personnel." 

After the second meeting Dec. 27, MEG 
officials finally admitted publicly 
that they were investigating allega
tions of falsified reports, perjury, 
and other improper conduct involving 
several MEG agents covering a :f*'riod 
of several years. · 
Meyer has also been communicating 
with the Post-Amerikan1 a story based 
on a series of interviews with the ex
snitch will appear next issue. (See 
adjoining story.) 

Two paid investigators have been added 
to the MEG investigation, and Rod 
Meyer told the Post-Amerikan that he 
met with them several times in 
January. 

As the Post-Amerikan goes to press, 
however, the investigation has 
bogged down. 

Meyer said he expected to receive 
immunity from a Peoria grand jury 
Jan. 8 or 9. Meyer didn't get 
immunity, he said, because of a mis
understanding of the procedure and 
the extent of the immunity. Meyer 

wouldn't talk to them anymore until 
h ;;  talked to a lawyer first. 

On Jan. 18, Peoria State's Attorney 
Mike Mihm confirmed that the "invest
igation had hit a snag." He said that 
Meyer wanted to talk with an attorney 
but was expected to contact investi
gators again soon. 

Mihm said he didn't want to comment 
about Meyer's prospects for immunity 
at this time, nor did he estimate 
when the investigation would be con
cluded. 

MEG is in a tight spot. The invest
igators most likely want to destroy 
Meyer's credibility and pay him back 
for betraying MEG. Sheriff Donahue, 
MEG board chairperson, even hinted to 
the Post-Amerikan that perjury charges 
might be filed if they decide Meyer's 
accusations are groundless. 

But if MEG destroys Meyer's credibil
ity too much, the organization's own 
credibility suffers: after all, MEG 
hired Meyer again and again, year 
after year, to make cases. Unlike · 
many informers, he was even trusted 
to testify in court., 

At both meetings, MEG directors hud- ·f:.; saiu- he. tol:d the investigato.rs he . _ .  _ .  - -- - - .  ___ _ .; . .  '.., •. _;,.;,.,;.._._.,.*.;�."'-'"'"�-*-""·;;. 
� . ........ ,...=========�������==lliWim:=:i==.i=.:=tillilll .... .alilMllliilllililliMllliiliMlllli_liMllll ______ .... lllillil ..... . - - _.. ""�"""tte�-16�._ ... �r�...,.4r..,. .... �--lllllilitlli!!tl!Jl.::.'!.• ..... ,4'�.?J .. ��t.-.,�.-...... �%."-"�·...., tli;; :tll-.Jik.1'AL�� .. 

--M.S. 
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MEG sti l l  after smal l  fr ies 
That b re ak fa s t  you ate  l a s t May a t  one 
of B l o om i n g t on ' s  mos t popu l ar a l l 
n i gh t  re s t aurants c o u l d  h ave b e en 
cooked b y  (ugh) an unde r cove r MEG 
agent who was working in the k i t chen . 

Her  n ame i s  Ji l l  B o t t om . She i s  re s 
p on s i b l e  for the m i d-De cemb e r  
s upp re s s e d  ind i c tment s whi ch n a i l e d  
s eve ral  B l ooming t on r e s i den t s  on MEG 
charge s . 

Ken (no t  h i s  �e a l  name ) i s  one o f  them . 
Ken m e t  Ji l l  B o t tom b e c au s e  they 
worked t o g e the r in the res t auran t ' s  
k i t chen . 

Ken t o l d  the Pos t - Ame r i k an that a f t e r  
h e r  s e cond d a y  o f  work , " C in dy "  (the 
n ame B o t tom u s e d) drove Keh home . 
They smoked a j o int t o g e t h e r  on the 
way , and "Cindy" exp l a ined that .she 
and her boy fri end were b o th from out  
o f  t own and d i dn ' t  know whe re t o  get  
any p o t . "C indy" a s k e d  Ken i f  he ' d  
ge t h e r  a b ag s ome t ime . He s a id 
maybe he woul d .  

"Cindy "  only worked a t  the re s t aurant 
four day s , but  s he kept c a l l i n g  Ken 
both a t  h ome and at work a s k ing for 
pot . Ken is sure  she bugged h im at 
leas t 10 t imes . " I t  was a lmo s t  every 
day for a tw o-week p e r i o d , "  he 
rememb e re d . 

F inal l y , on June 7 ,  " C indy "  c a l led 
when Ken had a b ag . He me t h e r  and 
s o l d  it to her . 

Ken never heard from " C indy" o r  
ab out h e r  f o r  se ven month s - -n o t  unt i l  
the po l i ce showe d  up t o  arre s t  h im 
fo r the s a l e  in Decemb e r . He l o s t  h i s  
j ob a t  the re s t aurant the next day . 

Not only does Ken ' s  c a s e  s mack o f  
entrapment , but i t  a l s o  prove s  that 

MEG o f f i c i a l s  are lying when they 
c l a im t h at the i r  agents n o  l onge r make 
smal l pot buys a goal of the i r  unde r 
c ove r work . 

As e ar l y  as 1 9 7 5 , I l l ino i s  Law 
En fo r cement C omm i s s i on (I LEC) 
D i r e c t o r  David Foge l o rde r e d  MEG un i t s  
t o  " n o  l on ge r  focus o n  mar i j uana 
p e dd l e r s  unle s s  s uch a c t i on w i l l  l e ad 
to b i g g e r  things , "  according t o  a 
Ch i c ago Tr ibune s t o ry . 

Eve r s i nce then , MEG o f f i c i a l s  have 
u s e d  the l e ading - to - b i gge r - things  e x 
c ep t i on as  the i r  e x c u s e  for  p o t  b uy s . 

I n  1 9 7 7 ,  MEG b oard memb e r  A l l en 
Andrews t o l d  the  P e o r i a  Journa l  S tar , 
"You work your way up from the mos t  
common drug v i o l a t i on . You g e t  s ma l l  
narco t i cs c a s e s  b e cause  you c a n ' t  
i gnore them in the p r o ce s s  o f  l ooking 
for  the b i g g e r  c a s e s . "  

That s ame Journ a l  S t ar s t ory (3 / 3 / 7 7 ) 
a l s o  p re s s e d  MEG D i r e c t o r  L aGrow ab out 
the unde r cove r narcs ' p r i o ri t ie s . 

" I  don ' t  e ven a l l ow my men t o  b uy 
mar 1 J uana exc e p t  i n  c e r t a i n  c i rcum
s t ance s , "  the s to ry quo t e d  LaG row . 

"He c l aims h i s  agents do n o t  go a ft e r  
mar i j u an a  cas e s , b u t  they d o  b uy 
mari j uana in the proc e s s  o f  work ing 
�he i r  way up the l adde r o f  de a l e r 
s h i p , "  the s t ory con t inue d . 

When MEG Agent J i l l  B o t tom b ought a 
b a g  o f  p o t  from Ken , she wasn ' t  work 
ing  h e r  way up any " l adde r o f  
deal e r s h ip , "  nor  was she  trying t o  
gain  h i s  confi dence in order t o  b uy 
o the r types o f. i l l e g a l  s ub s t ances  in.  
the future . 

Agent Bot t om ' s almo s t  da i l y  p re s s ure 

MEC aqent is a speed /reak 
This unidentified MEG agent showed his 
respect for the law and other drivers' 
safety December 20 , by cruising at 75 
to 80 mph all the way from Peoria to 
Goodfield . A Post-Amerikan counter
surveillance team spotted the MEG car 
leaving Peoria, and followed for 20  
miles on I - 74 before finally catching 
up . Both cars were cruising at 80 
when a Post photographer snapped this 
picture. The surprised MEG agent 
responded by covering his face 
(dangerous at such high speeds) and 
pulling off at the next exit. Post 
researchers picked up the MEG car 
again in Carlock, and followed it to 
Normal on Route 150 . The agent was 
driving an older red Ford Ranchero, 
447 601 B. "J. Miller, Springfield" 
is printed on the driver's side. 

on Ken ended as s oon as he s o l d  one 
b a g  o f  marij uan a .  She neve r  t r i e d  t o  
b uy o t he r s ub s tan ces , n o r  l ar g e r 
quant i t i e s . She neve r e ven c a l l e d  
Ken a�ain . H e r  g o a l , the app arent 
end point o f  h e r  under c over work , had 
been re ache d :  s he had n a i l e d  a 2 0 -
year-o l d  re s t au r ant co-wo rke r for  
de l ivering  a smal l quant i ty of  mari
j uana . • 

- - Mark S i l vers t e i n  

Sam Walley, 

MEG agent 

A tall and very large narc , Sam Walley, 
may have been working in Fulton County 
lately. These photos were taken Dec. 10 .  
He may have changed his appearance 
sincP. then. 

Narc n a m ed i n  com p lai n t  MEG a gent Joh n Li nden 
Post reporter Mark Silverstein filed a 
formal complaint Jan. 8 against MEG 
agent Stephen Reeter (right). The com
plaint was filed with the Bloomington 
Board of Fire and Police Commissioners 
and charged Reeter with removing the 
license plates (UQT 38) from his 1 79 
blue Dodge Omni (below) after the Post 
exposed Reeter's identity and listed his 
plates last issue. He has remounted 
the plates .  



' "*************************************************************** 
P i c t ure th i s : you g e t  u p  f r om your 
non - nu c l e ar f am i l y  d inner r e ady t o  
d o  s ome tube w a t ch in g . Y ou w a l k  i n t o  
t h e  l i ving r o o m  a n d  turn On your 
Z en i th , and t h e r e ' s  this re run o f  
Le ave I t  t o  B e av e r  o n  the s e t . Y ou 
change c h anne l s  and c ome t o  g r i p s  
w i th the e d i fy in g  s p e c t ac l e  o f  s ome 
s ou thern b o rn - a g a i n e r  p i ck i n g  h i s / 
h e r  s c abs o n - c ame ra . You change 
c h ann e l s  once more and see a duo o f  
Up W i t h  J e e - s u s  p op s in g e r s - - w e e dy 
v o c a l s  and h a i r  you know h a s  b e en 
c u t  s t r and by s t r and-:--Yo u  s w i t ch 
a g a i n , and there ' s  t h i s  unctu ous m i d 
we s t e rn p a s t o r  p r a i s i n g  G o d  l i ke h e /  
s he / i t  was t h e  only b r and o f  d e t e r 
g e n t  that c an ge t gre a s e  out o f  your 
w as h .  You f l i ck the s e t  o f f  and 
wonder h ow anyone can w a t c h  t e evee 
s ob e r . 

The 4 3  story 
***************** 

s p o t s - - a l l  a i de d  an a t t emp t  t o  r a i s e  
$ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  o f  two - ye a r  p l e d g e s  
wh i ch t h e  s t a t i on n e e d e d  t o  p r ove t o  
t h e  Fede r a l  C ommun i c a t i on s  Comm i s s i on 
tha t i t  h a d  commun i ty s upp o r t . 

Chann e l  4 3 ' s  i n i t i a t o rs m i s s e d  the i r  
d e a d l ine o n  r a i s i n g  t h a t  money , 

S t i l l ,  4 3 ' s  p r e s en ce on the l o c a l  
s cene m i gh t  b e  m an a g e ab l e  i f  i t  
w e ren ' t  f o r  the f a c t  t h a t  Te l e C ab l e  
i s  s o  l i m i t e d . Though i t  o r i g i na l ly 
promi s e d  t o  g r ow t o  twenty channe l s , 
B - N ' s  T e l e C ab l e  s y s tem h a s  s t e ad fa s t 
l y  remained a twe l ve - chann e l  s y s tem . 
I t  makes for s ome w e i r d  s h u f f l in g , 
e s p e c i a l l y  a t  l at e  n i gh t  when s t at i on s  
l i ke Ch i c a g o ' s  4 4  c h a n g e  i n t o  2 and 
Cen t r a l  I l l in o i s ' 2 5  b e c ome s At l an t a ' s  
" s up e r s t a t i on "  1 7 . B e c au s e  the 
ro s t e r  is so t i gh t  a l re a dy , a l l  k inds 
of we i r d cut - o ffs t ake p l ace : 
a t  l e a s t  S O  p e r  c e n t  o f  s the l at e  mov i e s  the &1 s t art lp 

The Chr i s t i a� v i de o t s  a re d r aw i n g  
c l o s e r , f o l k s , a n d  un l e s s  a n  a c t  o f  
G o d  or t h e  F C C  d e t e rm i n e s  o th e rw i s e , 
i t  l o o k s  l i k e  t h e r e ' s  nuth i n ' w e  c an 
do about i t . One more s l i c e  o f  the 
a i rw av e s  i s  g onna be p o l l u t e d  wi th 
s an c t imony and f i f t i e s  s i t c oms , w i th 
l i e s  ab out a way o f  l i fe m any o f  u s  
d on ' t  want a thing t o  d o  w i th . I f  

b u t  thanks t o  a t e chn i c a l i ty invo l v 
i n g  the s t a t i on t r an s m i t t e r ' s  p r o 
p o s e d  l o c a t i on ,  the Grace rs w e r e  
g i ven m o r e  t i me . W i th t h e  e x t r a , 
uh , g r a c e  p e r i o d , the c o rpo r a t i on 
w a s  ab l e  t o  pul l in $430 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  
o f  two - y e a r  p l e d g e s , a n d  t h e  F C C  
o kaye d t h e  s t a t i on t r an s m i t t e r ' s  
c o n s t r uc t i on p e r mi t . B r o a d c as t d a t e  
f o r  the n ew channe l i s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  
a y e a r  a ft e r c on s t ru c t i o n  b e g i n s , 
though a more s p e c i f i c  t ime t ab l e  
h a s  ye t t o  b e  s e t . 

Though G r a c e  
h a v e  as s ure d 
the 
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'�S '" �he C11 - m i d d l e , a 
de c i de d l y  un s a t i s -

fy ing way t o  w a t ch a . f l i c k . Tuning in on 4 4 ' s  F r i -

B l o oming ton - No rma l ' s  Te l e C ab l e  s y s -
t em were a s  l arge as i t  i n i t i a l ly 
p r omi s e d  t o  b e ' we c o u l d  s l i de b y  t h i s  �e p i e c e  o f  gunk e a s i ly enough . But � be c a u s e  B - N ' s s y s t e m  c a r r i e s  the pub l i c  
s ame numb e r  o f  VHF ch anne l s  � that 
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p i e c e  o f  our p r e s ent p � o � rams wo�l d  � e  d i r e � t l y 
p r o g r ammi n g  i s  0 . re l i g i o us , 4 3  s 1 1b i g . s e �  l i n g  
g o n n a  g e t  p o i n t . h a s  b e e n  th� fami ly 
r o u t e d  n a t u r e  o f  i t s  p r o g r amm i n g . S e ems a · l o t  o f  f o l k s  are t i re d  o f  s e e i n g  

A s ummary for t h o s e  w h o  
c ame i n  l a t e : G r a c e  C ommun i c a 

t i on s  C o rp . , a P e o r i a - b as e d  me d i a  
gro up dom i n a t e d  b y  the G r a c e  P r e s b y 
t e r i an Church ( s e e  P - A  v o l . 8 ,  # 4 ,  
" D o  They G e t  Donn a Reed in H e aven? " ) , 
b e gan b l anke t i n g  the B l o om i n g t o n 
N o rm a l  a r e a  l as t  s umme r i n  o rde r t o  
g e t  dona t i on s  f o r  a n e w  s t a t i on , 
chann e l  4 3 .  

De s p i t e  a s e r i e s  o f  a c cus a t i on s  re 
g a r d i n g  4 3 ' s  p r o p o s e d  c o n t ent b y  
former s t a t i on man a g e r  M i k e  Mike l s on ,  
the hype w a g o n  f o r  w h a t  G r a c e f o l k  
w e r e  c a l l i n g  a " fami l y "  ( a s opp o s e d  
t o  " r e l i g i ous " )  s t a t i on k e p t  r o l l in g . 
F u l l - p a g e  ads in the Pan t a g r aph , 
p amph l e t s  in the Penny S ave r , r a d i o  

Suz anne S omers p o s t e r s  o n  the i r  k i ds ' 
w a l l s . I c an ' t  b l ame ' em f o r  that , 
b ut 4 3 ' s  " fami ly" p r o g r ams don ' t  s o un d  
that much b e t t e r :  w a rh o r s e  s i t c oms l i ke 
the a f o r e ment i on e d  B e ave r , s p o r t i n g  
e ven t s  from L o r d knows whe re ,  mo v i e s  
w i thout t o o  much i n t rus ive re a l i ty . 
I g rew up on t h a t  c ow f l o p , and there 
a re b e t t e r  ways t o  s p en d  a c h i l dh o o d . 
B e s i de s  i t  never di d m e  any g o o d . 
( Wo u l d  I b e  w r i t ing for t h i s  r a g  i f  
i t  had ? )  

An d - - a s h a s  b e en p o i n t e d  out b e fo re - 
mo s t  o f  the ab ove ma t e r i a l  i s  a l re ady 
av a i l ab l e  in abundance on tne current 
crop of Te l e C ab l e s t a t i ons . C h i c a g o ' s  
ch anne l 9 ,  f o r  examp l e , s h ow s  h o a ry 
c l a s s i c  f l i ck s  a t  a l l  hours , and the 
amoun t  o f  a i r t i me f i � l e d  w i th da t e d  
fami l y  c o me d i e s  i s  t r u l y  awe s ome . The 
o n l y  t h i n g  mi s s i n g  from the current 
l i ne - up is l o c a l  re l i g i o us p r o gramm in g , 
and , frank l y:-tlla t  s oun ds about a s  
appe a l i n g  as a R i g h t  t o  L i fe s l i de 
s how . 

day n i gh t  h o r r o r  s how i s  a g ame in 
i t s e l f .  You never know i f  T e l e c ab l e ' s  
p r e p r o g r amme d c omput e r ' l l l e t  you w a t ch 
the end o f  the movie o r  n o t . 

I f  T e l e C ab l e  h a d  g o t t en o f f i t s  du f f  
and worked t owards a twenty - ch anne l 
s y s t e m  (hey , c ab l e TV h a s  the p o t e n 
t i a l for e i gh ty channe l s ! )  ins t e a d  o f  
s p e n d i n g  o u r  �ate h i k e s  on t r a s hy 
evange l i c a l  re l i g i ous s t a t i ons and 
Ge o r g i a  fake r i e s , the s p e c t re o f  

channe l 4 3  m i gh t  n o t  s e em s o  opp r e s 
s i ve . I ,  f o r  one , wou l d  b e  p e r f� c t l y  
w i l l i n g  t o  i gnore i t . B u t  when i t  
be c ome s one more e n t r an t  i n  T e l e c ab l e ' s  
ve r s i on o f  mus i c a l  ch a i rs , when i t  
thre atens t o  e d ge out p r o g r amm ing l 
m i g h t  enj oy w a t c h i n g , then I hope you 
can unde rs t and my annoyance . 
Wanna · b e t  whe t h e r  T e l e C ab l e w i l l  try 
and up i t s  r a t e s  f o r  the p r i v i l e ge 
o f  watching G r a c e ' s  s t at i on ? • 

- - B i l l  She rman 

'WE NOW B�E.All: I NTO THE 'EXC:•TING C:ONC:L.USION O F  . l:ITI<.� k°ANE TO SWITCH O\IE.R To THE EVANGELICAL SllTELITf' NETWDRk1s llll\LIM;, !::QB Go}?! -
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page 1 1  Post-Amerikan 
February 1980 He loves to send 'em up! 
\1[Ji]� Cycle Shop 

454-1541 
100 North Unden ...... ..., llllnols 

" Fun . "  

That ' s  h ow S t a t e ' s  At t o rney Ron 
Do z i e r  de s c r ib e d  h i s  j ob a t  a c a n 
d i d a t e s ' fo rum J an . 1 0 , a c c o r d i n g  t o  
a P an t a gr aph s t o ry . 

Do z i e r  i s  the man who de c i des wh i ch 
p e o p l e  ch a r g e d  w i t h  c r ime s w i l l  g o  t o  
t h e  p e n i t e n t i ary and f o r  h ow l o n g . 

We l i ke t o  pre t end that j ud g e s  f i gure 
out the s entence s ,  but they b a s i c a l ly 
j us t  p ound the g ave l and f i l l  out the 
p ap e r s . 

The s t a te ' s  a t t o rney re a l l y  de c i de s . 

S i n c e  the o ve rwhe l m i n g  m a j o r i ty o f  
c as e s  a re te s o l ve d  b y  p l e a  b a rga in in g , 
the amoun t o f  t i me a p e r s on w i l l  d o  
( an d  e ven whe the r o r  n o t  t h e y  w i l l  do 
t ime at a l l )  has a l re ady b e en d e c i d e d  
b e fore t h e  j udge e ven knows the 
de fendant is o f fi c i al l y gu i l ty .  

S ince the g r an d  j u ry u s ua l l y  d o e s  what 
the s t at e ' s  at t o rn e y  w ant s , Do z i e r  
a l s o  ge t s  t o  de c i de who t o  charge w i th 
c r i me . 

I n  F eb ruary 1 9 79 , f o r  e x amp l e , Do z i e r  
con v i n c e d  a g r and j ury t o  indi c t  

C o u rtney Darre l l  Hurt f o r  murde r .  I t  
was the t h i r d grand j ury t ry i n g  t o  
un r ave l the c omp l i c a t e d  s h o o tout that 
o c curre d near S unny s i de on October 1 ,  
1 9 7 8 . B u t  Do z i e r  was s ure he had h i s  
m an . 

A f t e r  Courtney Hurt had s pent f i ve 
months l an gu i s h i n g  in the McLe an --------------------------------------------Dozier has fun 
C o unty j a i l , Do z i e r  chan g e d  h i s  mind . 
I n  the mi ddle o f  the aw a i t e d  t r i a l , 
S t at e ' s  A t t o rney Do z i e r  a s k e d  that 
c h a r g e s  a g a in s t Hurt b e  d i s mi s s e d . 

" I  w o u l dn ' t t r ade p l ac e s  w i th any 
b ody , "  Do z i e r  t o l d  th e J an . 10 
candi da t e s  fo rum . "I l i ke the f a c t  
that I ' m on t h e  r i ght s i de o f  the 
fence , "  the Pan t a gr aph quo t e d  the 
s t a t e ' s  a t t o rne y . 

In s e e k i n g  re - e l e c t i on t o  the j ob tha t 
he c a l l e d " e x c i t in g , "  Do z i e r  w an t s  t o  
w i e l d  t h i s  i n c r e d ib ly ominous p owe r 
o f  a l mo s t  l i fe and de ath p r op o r t i on s  
ove r p e o p l e  f o r  four mo re ye a r s . 

I t ' s  h i s  i de a  o f  fun . •  - - M .  S .  
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Ch ains, handcuffs trapped prisoners in burning, smoking bus: one dead, many injured 

Prisoners recall  horror of transport bus · ti re 
" I ' ve neve r  f e l t  s o  he l p l e s s  i n  my ent i r e  
l i fe .  I ' ve b e en s ho t , o ve r d o s e d  on 
drugs , and i n  car a c c i d ent s . But noth 
ing h a s  b r ought s u ch a he l p l e s s  fee l i n g  
o f  im?ending d e a t h  a s  b e ing t r appe d o n  
t h a t  bus ! "  M e n a r d  p r i sone r Rob e r t  
F o s t e r  wro t e . 

" I  l i ve in upt own Ch i c a g o . I ' ve b een 
shot a t , s t abb e d  w i th b ut ch e r  k n i ve s , 
c lubb e d  w i th b a s e b a l l  b a t s , e t c . ' and 
I have never b e en more s c a red in my 
l i fe than I was that day I was o n  t h a t  
bus , "  w r o t e  pr i s on e r  M i chae l M i l l e r . 

"Now l i s te n , I am f r om De t r o i t , M i ch i g 
an , a b i g  c i ty ,  and I ' ve b e e n  i n  
p o s i t i on s  wh ere t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I h ad t o  
depend on was mys e l f , and I b e e n  i n  
s ome s c ary p o s i t ions , but never in my 
thirty y e a r s  on G od ' s  e arth have I b e e n  
s o  comp l e t e l y  a n d  t o t al ly a f r a i d ! "  
p r i s on e r  She rman T i rre l l  wro te . 

"Al l t h i s  may s o und a l i t t l e  d r ama t i c , 
but b e l ieve me , p a l , I ' ve b e e n  l o c k e d  up 
6 ye a r s  and have been through a l o t  o f  
s h i t , but I don ' t  think I ' l l e ve r  f o r 
g e t  that bus f i r e , "  wrote V i e nna p r i 
s on e r  P a t  C e c c on i . 

,,. ,,. ,,. ,,. 

The s e  h o r r i fied s t a teme n t s  come from 
l e t t e rs c o  the P o s t - Ame r i k an de t a i l i ng 
wh a t  happened when an I l l in o i s  De p a r t 
ment o f  Corr e c t i ons ( D O C )  t r an s p o r t  b u s  
caught f i re wh i l e  s t opped at Vanda l i a  
Corr e c t i on a l  C e n t e r  Nov . 2 9 . 

One pr i s oner d i e d o f  smoke inha l a t i on . 
Of the 3 5  p r i s oners c aught on the 
smok ing bus , the DOC l i s t s  e i gh t e en a s  
inj ured : the p r i s on e r s  l i s t  more . 
Many we re hosp i t a l i z e d  for w e e k s , w i th 
tub e s  down the i r  l ungs . 

S i x  w e e k s  l a t e r  

N in e t e en p r i s o n e r s  r e s p onded t o  my 
l e t t e r  a s k ing f o r  a d e t a i l e d  de s c r i p 
t i o n  o f  t h a t  d ay ' s  event s . The i r  
accounts a r e  remarkab ly cons i s t e n t  in 
d e t a i l .  

The p r i s on er s ' repo r t s  c on f i rm that the 
i n j u r i e s  were d i r e c t l y  c au s e d  by the 
Department of C o r re c t i on s ' p r o ce du r e s  
f o r  t r ans p o r t ing p r i s o n e r s , p r o c e du r e s  
wh i ch are s o  s e cur i ty c on s c i ous t hat 
s w i f t  eme rgency evacu a t i on of the bus 
was i mpo s s ib l e . The p r ob l em b e c ame a 
di s a s t e r  when p r i s on guards a c t e d  t o o  
inde c i s iv e l y , t o o  s l ow l y  a n d  t o o  incom 
p e t e n t ly t o  free the p r i s oners i n  t i�e , 
p r i s one r s ' l e t t e r s  s h ow . 

B u s  l ay o u t  

P r i s on e r  J ohn L e i g h  exp l a ins the t r ans 
p o r t  bus l ayou t , and the DOC ' s  e s c ape 
p r o o f  ( and a l mo s t  evacua t i on - p r o o f) 
s e cur i ty s cheme : chaining n ine p a i r s  o f  
handcuffed p r i s one rs t o  each o t h e r  and 
t o  the bus i t s e l f : 

"The b u s  was a r e g u l a r  G r e yho un d type 
w i th h i gh b ack s e a t s  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  
the a i s l e . D i r e c t ly b e hind the d r i v e r ' s  
s e a t  was a s e c ur i t y s c re e n e d  wa l l  t o  
s ep a r a t e  the p r i s o n e r s  from the three 
guards who we r e  t o  a c c omp any u s . The 
s c reen was made out o f  he avy s t e e l  me s h , 
ran the w i dth o f  the b u s , from f l o o r  t o  
c e i l ing , and h a d  a d o o r  c u t  i n  the 
m i d d l e . "  

B ars r an the l e n g t h  o f  the w i ndo�s . A . 
c o up l e  o f  t radi t i o n a l  w i ndows we re l ab e l e d  
" Eme r g ency Exi t "  i n  t h e  t ra d i t i on a l  
G reyhound manne r ,  but p r i s oners found 
out l a t e r  that the b ar s  over them made 
them u s e l e s s . An e s c ape hatch in the 
c e i l ing was b o l ted s hut . 

"The guards h a d  p l a c e d  a l ong cha in w i th 

r i n g s  in i t  runn ing the l ength o f  
the bus b e tween t h e  a i s l e  a n d  w indow 
s e a t s , " . J ohn Le i gh c on t inue d in h i s  
l e t te r . "The g u a r d  put a p a i r  o f  han d 
c u f f s  through o n e  o f  t h e  r in g s  in the 
c h a i n , w i th one c u f f  g o i ng on my 
wr i s t  and the o th e r  c u f f  g o ing on the 
p fi s on e r ' s  wr i s t  n e x t  to me . The ch ain 
w a s  f a s h i one d  so that i t  ran from the 
p r i s on e r s ' handc u f fs b ehind u s , to our 
handcuffs , t o  the p r i s on e r s ' handcuffs 
in front o f  u s , to the p r i s oners ' hand
c u f f s  in front of t he m ,  e t c .  S o  w i th 
j us t  b e i n g  handcu ffed t o  the p r i s oner 
b e s i de me , I was a c t ua l l y  chained to 
(i l l  the p r i s one rs on my s i de of the bus . "  

The cnain w a s  p a d l o ck e d  o r  b o l ted t o  the 
bus i t s e l f  at the fron t . S ome p r i s oners 

report that that chain w a s  a l s o  f a s t e n e d  
t o  the b u s  a t  t h e  r e a r . 

The b us t r i p  b e g an r o u t i n e l y , mak i n g  
s t op s  a t  v a r i o u s  p en i t e nt i ar i e s a l on g  
the way : S t a te vi l l e , P on t i a c , L o g an , 
and a s  t h e  l a s t  s to p  b e fo r e  Men a r d , the 
b u s  s t op p e d  a t  Van da l i a . 

F i r st s m o ke 
At Vanda l i a ,  the guards g o t  o ff the b u s  
fo r a wh i l e , l e avin g t h e  p r i s on e rs . 
A f t e r  a w a i t , a guard l o aded s ome b o x e s  
i n t o  t h e  b ag g a g e  c omp a rtmen t . The bus 
s a t for s ome minu t e s  w i th the eng ine 
runn i n g , h e a t e r  on . 

Whe n  p r i s on e r s  b e gan s me l l i n g  smok e , 
they ye l l e d  f o r  a guard t o  come . A 

Post·Amerikan reporter 

sol icited prisoners' letters 
I ' ve done t ime my s e l f .  Ch a ined and 
handcu ffed , I ' ve been t r an sported on 
an I l l in o i s  S t a t e  Peni tent i a ry bus 
f o l l ow i n g  the s ame route as the one 
wh i cr c aught f i re Nov . 2 9 . 

Wh en I read about that f i re , the dead 
p r i s one r , the many inj ured , I knew the 
news p apers we ren ' t  t e l l i n g  the ful l  
s t o ry .  

They a l mo s t  c o ul dn ' t .  

" Re s c ue r s  s a i d  they were hampered 
be c a u s e  men b e came e n t an g l e d  when they 
at temp t e d  to free the p r i s oners as 
s mo k e  f i l l e d  the p a s s e n g e r  comp a r t 
ment o f  the b u s , "  the As s o c i a ted P r e s s  
r e p o r t e d . 

I knew that rep o r t  had to be an unde r 
s t a t ement , t e l l i ng on l y  a t en th o f  the 
h o r r o r  that mu s t  have engu l fe d  that 
bus . 

I rememb e re d  g e t t i n g on that t r ans p o r t  
b u s  i n  1 9 7 0 . As s h o t gun t o t ing 

guards s t ood by , we w e re . h an d cu f f e d  
in p a i r s , a n d  a b o u t  9 o r  10  p a i r s o f  
u s  w e r e  a t t ached t o g e th e r  b y  one l on g  
chain . W e  h a d  t o  b ack i n t o  t h e  bus , 
care fu l l y c o o r d i n a t ing our movemen t s  
w i th the o t h e r s  as we s l ow l y , v e ry 
s l ow l y , made our w ay t o  our s e a t s . 
Though we w e r e  handcuffed in p a i r s , the 
a i s l e  was r e a l y  only w i de enough for 
9ne p e r s on - - th e  b a ckwards s h u f f l ing was 
c omb ined w i th s ome s i deways twi s t i n g . 
I t  s e emed that conv i c t s  who h a d  done 
t i me b e fore w e re s o rt o f  t ak i n g  the 
l e ad , h e l p i n g  t o  g u i de the 20 o f  us 
c h a i n e d  t o g e t h e r  in the o b s cure art o f  
maneuve r i n g  on t o  the b u s . 

W i t h  "norma l "  movement on the bus s o  
di f f i c u l t ,  I knew that an a t t e mp t e d  
s p e e dy evacu� t i on dur i n g  a n  eme rgency 
mu s t  h ave been a n i gh tmare . 

On ly the p r i s one rs thems e l ve s c o u l d  
te l l  t h e  fu l l  s t o ry o f  w h a t  happene d , 
s o  I de c i ded t o  w r i t e  and s o l i c i t  
the i r  accoun t s  . • 

- - Ma r k  S i l ve r s t e i n  

On each side of the bus, a long chain--fastened to the bus itself--connected eight or nine pairs o f  prisoners who 
were already handcuffed to each other. Even after they managed to break the chain loose from its mooring, 
prisoners became hopelessly entangled trying to escape the smoke-filled bus. 

Prisoners still suffering fro111 bus fire injuries 
No prisoners were injured by flames, which were 
confined below the passenger section of the bus . 

But many prisoners were seriously hurt--and one 
died--from inhaling the thick black smoke which 
the ventilation system pumped into the passenger 
section. Prisoners spent days and weeks in the 
hospital with tubes down their lungs . They still 
have trouble breathing. 

I asked the Department of Corrections--but didn't 
get an answer--if any prisoners were still in the 
hospital in mid-January. 

Prisoners ' panicked attempts to escape the bus 
while handcuffed and chained together caused other 
injuriP.s . Som<i prisoners were trampled; others 
suffered broken wrists, dislocated shoulders, 
bruises, scrapes and tears . 

Overhearing a nurse's conversation at the hospital, 
prisoner John Leigh reports that injuries also in
cluded .broken arms, a collapsed lung, and a heart 
attack. 

Leigh's .eye was cut by broken glass when guards 
finally broke the bus windows to let air in. 

The DOC says only 17 prisoners we.re injured. But 
some of the "uninjured" prisoners say they were 
indeed hurt in the incident. 

About 20-22 of the 35 prisoners spent up to a half 
hour uncon'scious in the smoke-filled bus. Before 
going in to carry out the unconscious prisoners, 
rescuers sprayed the entire passenger compart
ment with a hose, soaking the prisoners.  

At least one prisoner caught pneumonia as a result, 
according to the prisoner's mother. 

The accident's enduring damage is not only 
physical, but psychological, as these statements 
from survivors show: 

"It is 36 days later and the pain in my head and 
back is no better, it is very hard for me to 
sleep at night, I have bad dreams more like 
nightmares. It is hard for me to withstand any 

noise. My blood pressure is up and will not go 
down from that incident, sometimes I thi� I'm 
going out of my mind. I was truly horrified on 
that burning bus and I have not recovered from 
it. 11 --Fr1Jddie Brown 

"Everyone . on that bus experienced some form of 
injury, if nothing but mental injury. ,If I smell 
smoke right now, I'm ready to run. " --Robert 
Foster 

"I still have trouble breathing sometimes and 
eve..ry time I stand up I get so- dizzy that I have 
to sit back down and when this happens I feel 
like I got a fever of 150 because the heat rushes 
through my body. I won't be able to see a 
thing even with my eyes open. " --Mickey 
Gazikas 

"I had and still have a hard time breathing. I 
also lost weight and go weak. My physical 
condition today is nothing like it was when I left 
Joliet. It is worse. "--Mike Mullins. 

"My lungs are almost completely recovered now, 
but the thumb on my right hand has been para
lyzed since the fire. "--William Woodward 

"To comprehend some of the dreams I 've been 
having since the accident would probably startle 
a psychoanalyst ! . . .  I am now in this cell 23 days 
atter the accident, my lungs burn as if on fire 
every time I breath hard, I cough hard and feel 
intense pain, also I still cough up a great deal 
from my lungs . "--Michael Miller 

And Sherman Tirrell, writing of the bus fire 
victims, says: "· . . many more were taken away, 
some we still haven't seen yet, others come back 
one by one, with canes, can't walk, can't talk; it 
was and is horrible . I'll never forget November 
29th as long as I live . " • 

--M. S. 

g u a r d  w a l k e d  the l e ngth o f  the bus , 
s e a r c h i n g  f o r  the s ource o f  the smoke . 

By the t ime the o f f i c e r  g o t  n e a r  the _ 
b ac k  o f  t he b u s , J ohn Le i gh w r o t e , " th e  
s t ench was a l re ady a l mo s t  unb e a r ab l e , 
b urn i n g  my n o s t r i l s  and throat . And 
on l y  a minute or s o  had p a s s e d  s in c e  we 
f i r s t s me l l e d  t he s moke . "  

Wh i l e  the guard w a s  s t i l l  s e arching f o r  
the smoke ' s  s ource , the s moke g o t  
w o r s e . Qu i c k l y . 

"No l on g e r  d i d  i t  s e em t o  j u s t  b e  coming 
f r om t he c e n t e r  of the bus . Now it was 
pouring o u t  t he ven t s  a l l  a l on g  the b u s , 
and w a s  s o  t h i c k  I c o u l d  no l on g e r  s e e  
t h e  f r on t  o f  the b u s , "  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
J ohn L e i gh . 

P r i s on e r s  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  j ump y a s  the 
o f f i c e r  worked h i s  way b a ck t oward the 
front o f  the b u s , a c c o r d i n g  t o  She rman 
T i r re l l . " . . .  p e op l e  we re a s k i n g  h im t o  
g e t  u s  o f f , n o  n o t  a s k ing h i m - - b e g g i n g  
h im b e c au s e  we were h e l p l e s s . We we re 
chained t o  the bus and a l though you 
c o u l d  s t i l l  s e e , it was s t art ing t o  
b u rn our eyes . But t h i s  o f f i c e r  was 
too b u s y  t e l l i n g  peop l e  t o  keep s hu t  and 
s t ay in t he i r  d amn s e a t s , "  T i rre l l  
w r o t e . 

As more and mo re smoke p o ure d i n t o  the 
p a s s e n g e r  s e c t i on , Rob e r t  F o s t e r  w r o t e , 
" Eve ryone w a s  ye l l ing f o r  the o f f i c e r  
t o  un l o c k  t h e  c u f f s . The o f f i c e r  s a id · 
t h a t  he c o u l dn ' t  open the c u f f s  un l e� s  
the L i e u t enant o k ayed i t . "  

G u ard leaves 

"The o f f i c e r  o rde r e d  e ve ryb ody t o  s i t  
down and s t ay c a l m , "  ano ther p r i s oner 
w r o t e . "But when he re ached the front 
of the b u s , h e  r an out and l e f t us 
w i thout even t ry i n g  t o  un l o c k  the t r ans -

p o r t  c h a i n  s o  we wou l d . h ave a chance o f  
g e t t i n g  out . "  

An d i t  wou l dn ' t  h�ve b e en much o f  a 
chance . As D r e s de n  F a u l k n e r  w r o t e , 
" W i th 1 6  o r  1 7  p e o p l e  handcu f f e d  t o  one 
c e n t r a l  c h a i n , if one or two are un ab l e  
t o  move w i th the re s t , i t ' s  v i r t u a l ly 
imp o s s ib l e  to evacuate f r om the c r amp e d  
c o n f i n e s  o f  a b u s . The a i s l e  i s  n o  more 
than a f o o t  w i d e . "  

As the o f f i c e r  w a s  l e aving th rough the 
s t e e l  me s h  d o o r , p r i s on e r s  c l o s e s t t o  
the e x i t  s t o o d  up and moved a s  c l o s e  a s  
the i r  c h a i n  wou l d  a l l ow . The o f f i c e� 
pushe d t hem b a c k , acc o r ding t o  Rob e r t  
F o s t e r . 

"We b e g g e d  tha t o f f i c e r  t o  j us t  l e ave 
the k e y s . We w ou l d  have h e l p e d  e a ch 
::> t h e r , "  Fo s t e r  s a i d . 

When the guard c l o s e d  the s t e e l  me s h  
door b e h ind him , F re ddy B r own w r i t e s , 
one p r i s on e r  s t uck h i s  f o o t  in , s t o p 
p i n g  t h e  d o o r  from c l o s i n g  fu l l y . 

P a n i c  

But the b u s  w a s  s o  t h i ck w i t h  smoke , 
and the o f f i c e r ' s  di s appea rance s o  
a l a rming , th a t  mo s t  p r i s on e r s thought 

' t hey had been l o cked ins i d e the bus . 

P an i c  s e t  in . "We were on a b u rning bus 
wh i ch could h ave e xp l o de d a t  any s e c ond 
and the re w a s n ' t  any a i r  l e ft to 
b re a t he . We were g o i n g  t o  d i e , "  J ohn 
Le i gh w r o t e . 

Emme t t  L e a th e rw o o d  s a i d , " The o f f i c e r  
h a d  n o t  l e t  any one p e r s on fre e . He 
j u s t  l e f t us t o  our fate . Everyone was 

(Please turn the page. ) 

Transport bus toilet: 

a f ive gallon bucket 
John Le i g h  s a t n e a r  the b a t h r o om , b u t  
s a i d  t h e  d o o r  h an d l e  had b e en removed 
s o  it wou l dn ' t  open . 

He cou ldn ' t  have w a l k e d  t o  the b a t h 
r o o m  anyw ay . H e  w a s  handc u f f e d  t o  the 
man b e s i d e  h im ,  and a c h a i n  a t t ached 
t he p a i r  of t hem to 1 7  o t h e r  p a i r s  o f  
p r i s o n e r s  s im i l ar l y  handcuf fed . 

"My mo s t  hum i l i at in g  e xp e r i e n c e , "  
J ohn Le i gh w r o t e  i n . a  l e t t e r  t o  the 
P o s t - Ame r i k an , "was wh i l e  b e in g  hand 
cuffed , having t o  s t and and u r i n a t e  
a c r o s s  the man n e x t  t o  me i n t o  a f i ve 
g a l l o n  b u c k e t p l ac e d  in the a i s l e  f o r  
that purpo s e . I f  the b u c k e t w a s  i n  
the b ac k  o f  t h e  b u s  a n d  s omeone i n  the 
front had t o  g o , every m an i n  an 
a i s l e  s e a t  had to l end a f o o t  in 
s c o o t in g  it a l on g . "  

Wh en thi ck smoke and p an i c  f i l l e d  the 
t r a n s p o r t  b u s , John Le i g h  w a s n ' t  one 
of the p r i s on e r s  t o  g e t  out on h i s  
own p ow e r . Le i g h  was one o f  ab out 
20 p r i s on e r s  wh o s t ayed un cons c i ous 
on the b u s  a s  l on g  as 30 m i nu t e s  
b e fo r e  guards f i n a l l y  g o t  in and 
c a r r i e d  them out . 

" I  was p as s i n g  out , "  L e i gh r e p o r t e d  
in h i s  l e t t e r .  " I  was l o s in g  c on t r o l  
as I fe l t  mys e l f  u r i n a t i n g  in my 
p an t s . "  

" L i t t l e  d i d  t h a t  m a t t e r , "  L e i gh 
adde d ,  " a s  the c o n t e n t s  o f  the five 
g a l l on b u c k e t  w e r e  a l l  o v e r  the 
f l o o r . "• 
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Prisoners recall  horror of 
on the i r  fe e t , p u l l i n g  and yank i n g  the 
c h a i n s , c l aw i n g  a t  the i r  h an d c u f f s , 
s c reaming f o r  h e lp . "  

" P e o p l e  w e r e  s ho u t i n g  we we re g o i n g  t o  
di e , "  Ch a r l e s  W .  C ampb e l l  w r o t e . " T h e r e  
w a s  re a l l y no guards t ry i ng t o  do 
any t h i n g  a t  f i rs t : t h e y  we re j us t  s t an d 
i n g  l o o k i n g  a t  u s . "  

"As o u r  l a s t  chance o f  b e in g  un l o c k e d  
w e n t  out t h e  d o o r , "  She rman T i r r e l l  
w r o te , " p an i c  ran ramp a n t . Men w e r e  
c r y i n g  a n d  s c r e am i n g , t r y i n g  t o  t e a r  
t h e i r  w r i s t s  l o o s e  from t h e  c h a i n s  t h a t  
m e an t  de a th ! Pe op l e  w e r e  b e i n g  t r amp l e d , 
c h o k e d  by the cha in . I t  w a s  h o r r i b l e . 
I c an iememb e r  t ry i n g  t o  g e t  up and 
b e in g  kn o c k e d  down . I w a s  b e n t  o v e r  
b a ckward , t h e n  I w a s  c r y i n g  a n d  I w a s  
s ay i ng ove r a n d  ove r ,  I c an ' t  d i e  l i ke 
t h i s , l i k e  an a n i m a l , not l i k e  t h i s . "  

"The smoke w a s  s o  t h i c k  t h a t  we c ou l dn ' t  
s e e  any t h i n g  b u t  tha s un l i g ht ou t s i de 
the windows , "  one p r i s on e r  w r o t e . "We 
were trying t o  b r e ak o u r  w r i s t s  off t o  
e s cape the h and c u f f s . "  

" P e o p l e  w e r e  m a k i n g  th e i r  b r e ak t ow a r d  
t h e  one e x i t  d own a n  a i s l e  n o t  made t o  
acc ommo d a t e  s o  many a t  on c e , "  D r e s den 
Fau l kn e r  w r o t e . "They t r i e d  to g e t  

ah e ad o f  
t an g l e d , 
k i c k i n g , 
i ng . "  

o n e  a n o th e r ; the ch a i n  g o t  
p e op l e  w e re y an k i n g , p u l l in g , 
y e l l i n g , p r a y in g , and s c re am -

A t  t h e  b ac k  o f  the b u s , John L e i gh and 
h i s  s e a t  p ar t n e r  moved f o rw a r d  in 

moved f ro m  t h e  bus i n  an o r de r l y  f as h i on 
a f t e r t h e  b l a z e  b ro k e  o u t , "  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  P an t a g r ap h . " I ron i c a l l y , t h e  i n m a t e  
w h o  l a t e r  d i e d  w a s  in t h e  f i r s t g r o up 
t h a t  move d o u t  o f  the b u s  i n  an o r de r ly 
fa s h i on , "  t h e  P an t a g raph q uo t e d  Lane . 

d e s p e r a t i on .  "Howeve r , "  Le i gh s a i d , The on l y  t h i n g  " o rde r l y "  a b o u t  t h e  
" s ome o f  t h e  g u y s  i n  t h e  front d i dn ' t  evacuat i on o f  the f i rs t  b a t c h  o f  p r i s on -
move q u i c k  e n o ugh a n d  w e r e  p i l e d u p  i n  e r s  i s  t h a t  m o s t - - b u t  n o t  a l l - - w e re 
front o f  t h e  s e c u r i t y  s c re en e d  d o o r  s t i l l  c on s c i ou s  as t h e y  t r ip p e d ,  fe l l ,  
b e i n g  t r amp l e d  on b y  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s . t an g l e d  and un t an g l e d , c r aw l e d ,  yanke d ,  
I c o u l d  fe e l  b o d i e s  under my fe e t . I j e r ke d , tw i s t e d , t r amp l e d  o r  we re 
w a s  a c t ua l l y  t r amp l i n g  on p e o p l e  and d r a g g e d - - s c r e am in g , c o u gh i n g , c h o k i n g  
d i dn ' t  e ve n  c a re . A l l I c o u l d  c a r e  a n d  b l in d  f r om t h e  smok e - - t o · t he d o o rw ay 
a b o u t  w a s  g e t t i n g  o f f  t h a t  b u s  and s avi n g  w h e r e  o f f i c e rs e v e n t u a l l y  cut o r  
m y  own l i fe .  E v e rywh e re the s mo k e  was un l o c k e d  the i r  h an d c u f f s . 
th i ck and i t  j us t  k e p t  p o u r i n g  in o n  
us . I c o u l dn ' t  b re a t h e . 

"And when I t r i e d  t o  s u ck m o re a i r  i n t o  
m y  l un g s , t h � re w a s n ' t  any . On l y  s m o k e . 
Th i ck h o r r i b l e  s mo k e  t h a t  w a s  b u r n i n g  my 
e y e s , n o s e , t h r o a t  and lun g s . "  

Ev ac u a t i o n  " o rde rly" - - D O C  
I n  con t r a s t  t o  th i s  de s c r i p t i on o f  w i l d  
p an i c , h e r e ' s  what M i chae l Lane , a s s i s 
t a n t  D i r e c t o r  o f  the D e p a r tmen t o f  
C o r re c t i on s , t o l d  the Da i l y  P an t ag raph : 

" L an e  s a i d  ab o u t  h a l f t he p r i s on e r s  

The s e  1 3 - 1 5  p r i s on e r s , mo s t  o f  them 
app a r e n t l y  s e a t e d  n e a r  the fron t , 
man a g e d  t o  f r e e  the i r  ch a i n  from i t s  
an ch o r  an d e s c ap e  w i th in t h e  f i r s t  1 0  
m i n u t e s .  

The o th e r  2 0 - 2 2  p r i s on e r s  rema i n e d  on 
the b u s  at l e a s t  3 0  m i n u t e s , l y i n g  i n  
p o o l s o f  u r i ne a n d  vomi t ,  un c o ns c i ou s , 
wh i l e  guards s l ow ly g o t  them o u t . Many 
of the p r i s on e r s  who p a s s e d o u t  

· 
genu i n e l y  t h ough t t h e y  we re dy in g .  
Many o f  t h e  p r i s on e r s  who e s c ap e d  i n  the 
f i rs t b a t ch a l s o  t h ou g h t  the i r  c omrade s 
i n s i de w e r e  de a d . 

Correct ions officials worried about lawsuits 
I t  w a s n ' t  e a s y  ge t t i n g  t h e  n ame s and 
ma i l i n g  a d d re s s e s  of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
caugh t on t h e  Nov . 2 9  b us f i re . I t  
t o o k  a fu l l  w e e k  and h a l f  a do z e n  
phone c a l l s  t o  Ch i c a go t o  p ry t h e  
i n f o rma t i on l o o s e  f r om t h e  D e p a r tment 
of C o r re c t i o n s ' Pub l i c I n fo rmat i o n  
O f f i c e r ,  Me l ody Mc Dowe l l . Mc Dowe l l  
w a s  o u t r a g e o u s l y  s u s p i c i o u s  a n d  rude , 
que s t i on i n g  me c l o s e l y t o  s a t i s fy 
h e rs e l f  t h a t  I w a s  n o t  a l awye r .  The 
DOC , she s a i d ,  is ve ry c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  
a t t o rn e y s  mi ght ob t a i n  the names o f  
the i n j ure d p r i s on e r s  and " h a r a s s " - 
y e s , s h e  s a i d  " h a r a s s " - - t h e  p r i s on e r s ' 
fami l i e s  i n t o  f i l i n g  a l aw s u i t  
a g a i n s t  the s t a t e . 

Th e re w i l l  b e  a l o t  o f  l aw s u i t s . 
A l mo s t  al l t h e  n i n e t e e n  p r i s on e r s  
who answe r e d  my l e t t e r  e i t h e r  h a d  a 
l awye r  a l re ady , o r  a s k e d  my h e l p  i n  
ob t a i n i n g  one . 

A f t e r  I ' d  r e a d  p r i s on e rs ' a c c o un t s  
o f  t h e  b us f i re , t h e  De p a r tment o f  
C o r re c t i on s  w a s  n o t  e x a c t l y  e a g e r  t o  
answe r my fo l l ow - up q ue s t i on s , e i t he r . 

Monday mo rn i n g ,  f i ve d a y s  b e fo r e  my 
F r i day d e a d l i n e , I p h o ne d i n  a l i s t  
o f  q ue s t i on s  t o  Ms . Mc Dowe l l , who i s  
emp l o y e d  t o  t ak e  r e p o r t e r s ' que s t i on s , 
c o n t a c t  t h e  app rop r i a t e  o f f i c i a l s , 
g e t  the a n s we r s , and then r e l ay t h e m  
b a ck t o  the r e p o r t e r s . 

She s a i d  s he ' d  have the answe r s  
Thu r s day m o rn i n g . When I c a l l e d  Thur s 
day mo rn i n g , s he s a i d  t o  c a l l  a t  L 
p . m .  When I c a l l e d  a t  e x a c t l y  2 p . m . , 
Ms . McDow e l l  h ad a l r e a dy l e ft f o r  t h e  
day . 

On my s e c o n d  c a l l t o  h e r  F r i day mo rn 
i n g , s h e  d i dn ' t  t a l k  t o  me , b u t  t o l d  
h e r  s e c re t a ry t o  t e l l  me I s h o u l d  c a l l  

h e r  b o s s , M i c h a e l L an e , who i s  a s s t . 
d i r e c t o r  o f  DOC . 

McDowe l l  h a d  p a s s e d  my l i s t  o f  q ue s 
t i o n s  o n  t o  L an e , b ut I n e v e r  g o t  t o  
t a l k  w i th h i m .  I c a l l e d  h i s  o f fi ce 
thre e t i me s F r i day , and he n e ve r 
c a l l e d  b ack . 

H e r e  a r e  t h e  q ue s t i on s  the De p a r tm e n t  
o f  C o r r e c t i on s  avo i de d  answe r in g : 

H a s  t h e  DOC c omp l e t e d  i t s  r e v i ew o f  
p r o ce dure s f o r  t r a ns p o r t i n g  p r i s on e r s ? 
I s  i t  t rue t h a t  t h e  s e c u r i t y  c h a i n  was 
b o l t e d  to the b u s ? Wh e re on the b us 
w a s  the p r i s on e r  who d i e d  s i t t i n g ?  
H a d  t h e  p r i s one r who d i e d  r e c e i ve d  any 
me d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n  e a r l i e r  in the 
day ? Are any p r i s on e r s  s t i l l  
h o s p i t a l i z e d ?  

- - Mark S i l ve r s t e i n  

How did 

the f ire start? 
Mi chae l L an e , a s s i s t an t  D i r e c t o r  o f  
t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o r re c t i on s , t o l d  
the P an t a g r ap h  t h a t  the f i re s t e mme d 
from "a m e c h an i c a l  mal fun c t i on i n  t h e  
a i r - mo v i n g  s y s t e m  i n  the s ub f l o o r  o f  
t h e  unde r c a r r i a g e  o f  the b u s . "  

e}(otic tea 
The h e a t i n g  s y s t e m  s uc k e d  t h e  
e x t reme l y  t h i c k  he avy s mo k e  i n t o  t h e  
p a s s en g e r  c o mp a r tmen t . T h e  f l ame s 
w e r e  c on f i n e d  b e l ow .  

An a t t o rn e y  i n ve s t i g a t i n g  t h e  b u s  
f i r e  t o l d  t h e  P o s t - Ame r i k an t h a t  h e  
h a d  h e a r d  t h a t  p r i s on o f fi c i a l s  may cider • • 

live en�iifiii���� ,.,ulor �o/1ry rrfamflrS 
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b e  p ut t in g  f o rw a r d  the t h e o r y  t h a t  the 
f i re s t ar t e d  b e c aus e a p r i s on e r  
dropp e d  a c i g a r e t t e  i n t o  a h e a t i n g  
ven t . 

One p r i s on e r ,  who d i dn ' t  w an t  h i s  n ame 
u s e d , a l s o  h e a r d  t h a t  t h e o r y . 

"The i n ve s t i g at o r s  are t ry i n g  t o  
deve l o p  a t h e o ry that o n e  o f  t h e  
i nma t e s  s e t  t h e  h e a t i n g  s y s t e m  on f i re 
by dropp i n g  a c i g a re t t e t h r o u g h  t h e  
ven t . B u t  t h e r e  i s  n o  way t h a t  
any t h i n g  c o u l d  h ave b e en d r o p p e d  
through t he s t e e l  me s h  w h i c h  c ove r s  
the ven t s  . " • 
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priso n  transport bus fire ( C o n t .  f ro m  

p r e ce d i n g  p a g e s )  

According t o  two p r i s on e r s  who g o t  o f f  
t h e  b u s  r e l at ive ly e ar l y , s ome o f f i c e r s  
w e r e  a c tu al l y  o rd e r ing e s c ap i ng p r i s on 
e r s  t o  g e t  b ack onto  the de adly smok e 
f i l l e d  b u s ! 

T h i n - wr i s te d  Emme t t  Leatherwood s l ippe d 
out  o f  h i s  h an dcu ffs and t r i e d  t o  he l p  
h i s  s ea t  partner in the t h i r d  r ow pu l l  
�he i r  c h a in free . He g ave up and t r i ed 
t o  s ave h ims e l f .  
" I  fought my way t o  the d oo r .  I c ou l d  
hardly s e e , "  Leatherwood s a i d .  " I  
s tumb l e d  out the door , and th i s  i s  when 
an o ff i c e r  g r abbe d  me and pushed me 
b ack . "  Leathe rwood s ay s  he was pushed 
h ard enough t o  cut h i s  leg and s us t ain 
a h ip inj ury wh i ch s t i l l  b o thered h im 
in l at e  D e c e mb e r . 

L e a th e rwood a s k e d  the o f f i c e r  t o  l e t  
h im o f f  the bus , but the o f f i ce r  s a i d  
a l ieutenan t  had t o  autho r i z e  i t  and 
pushed h im again . But a l i eutenan t  
app e ared and s a i d ,  "Let  h im o f f , "  
a c c o r ding t o  Leathe rwoo d . 

Freddie  Br own reported that he was 
a l s o  o rde r e d  back on the b us : " I  and 1 
t he guy handcuf fe d  t o  me made f o r  the 
door only t o  g e t  near ly 
crushe d agains t the gate 
l e ad i n g  out , "  B rown wrote . 
"My b ack fe l t  l ike i t  would 
b re ak , my lungs we re on 
f i re . I s t arted tw i s t ing 
and w r i g g l ing and final ly 
fe l l  out the bus door on my 
b a ck . Some o the r p e o p l e  
w e re ge t t ing o u t  at  the 
s ame t ime and they s tepped 
on my che s t  and s tomach 
b e fore I cou l d  ge t up . When 
I managed to ge t up , two o f  
the o f f i c e r s  s a i d  t o  me and 
the man handcuffed to me , 
' don ' t  g e t  o ff the bus . '  I 
s ai d  t o  them , ' Pe o p l e  are 
g o i n g  to die i n  there ' and 
pushe d them out o f  my way . "  
M o r e  " o r d e r ly" 
ret reat 

Dur i n g  the " o rde r l y "  re 
t re a t  from the b us . p r i s on
er Rudo lph Mo f fe t t  s a i d ,  " I  
was wrapp e d  up in the chain 
with wh i ch I was shack l e d , 
knocked down and run ove r . 
Sub s e quen t l y  I s uf fe re d  

i n j uri e s  t o  m y  b a c k , l e gs and head . "  

"The way us 1 3  made i t  o f f  the bus was  
pure l uck and w i l dn e s s I gues s , " s a i d  
P a t  C e c c on i , ano th e r  o f  the b at ch t o  
e s c ap e  i n  a n  " o r de r l y  f a s h i on . "  "We 
b roke the chain from j e rk i n g  on i t  s o  
hard . The guy that was cuffed t o  me 
had h i s  w r i s t  b roken , a l on g  w i t h  ab out 
f i ve others  that made i t . "  

The f i r s t  p r i s on e r s  o ff the bus were 
c r i t i ca l  of the guards ' dul l  r e sp on s e  
t o  t h e  eme rgency . 

G ua r d s  r ea c t e d  s lowly 
Emm e t t  L e a t he rwood s ai d  a t  l e a s t  " a  
ful l  minut e "  p a s s e d a f t e r  h e  g o t  o f f  
b e fore anyone even entered the bus  
doorway . Leatherwood s a i d  he s cr e amed 
at the guards t o  b reak the bus w in dows 
to l e t  a i r  i n , b ut no one d i d .  

Seve r a l  minu t e s  l a te r ,  Le atherwoo d  
s a i d , he s aw h i s  s e atmate , Rob e rt 
F o s t e r .  " H i s  t op p o r t ion hung h a l fway 
out the doo r . He was gasping  for a i r ,  
and I c o u l d  s e e  three o r  four mo re 
heads behind h im t ry ing to re ach the 
p o r t a l  fo r a i r , "  Le atherwoo d  s a i d . 

Datlg World/cpf 

The p r i s on e r s  had b roken the chain , 
o r  a port i on o f  i t , Le a therwood s a i d , 
but they c o u l dn ' t  g e t  p a s t  the d o o r 
way b e c aus e t h e  o t he r  end o f  the 
chain was s t i l l  t an g l e d  up ins i de the 
bus . 

G u ar d s  " d u m b fo u n de d "  
Ano the r man in the f i rs t  b a t ch s a i d ,  
" The o ff i ce r s  were j us t  s t anding around 

:the bus , dumb founde d and fr i ghtene d .  
None o f  them made an e ffort t o  t ry t o  
g e t  any inmate o f f t he bus . "  

Le athe rwood s a i d  he s houte d t o  the 
o f f i c e r s  t o  h e lp them o ff .  " St i l l  no 
one had b roken a window , nor  had any 
one the p r e s ence o f  mind to open the 
b ack do o r  of the bus , "  Leath e rwood 
s a i d .  

Leatherwood ' s  s e at - mate , Rob e r t  
Fos t e r , de s c r i b e d  how he managed t o  
g e t  to t h e  doo r . Fo s te r  w a s  s i t t ing 
on l y  three s e a t s  from the front , but 
it  was a l ong way to travel  un de r 
those  p an i cky c ondi t i ons : 

" The ch a in g o t  s tuck b e tween the s e a t s  
b e c ause t h e  guy in b ack o f  m e  g o t  
around fron t . Th i s  wrapped t h e  chain 
around me and put my handcu ffed hand 
in b ack o f  me . As he pus h e d  and 
p u l l e d , the two inma te� in f ron t had 
fal len at the s te e l  me sh p ar t i t i on 
b e c ause the one guy in front o f  them 
had b e e n  drugg e d  be fore l e aving Jo l i et 
and had p as s e d  comp l e te ly out . 

"The guy in b ack o f  me and mvs e l f  
man a g e d  t o  pul l s ome thing l o� s e  and 
the �hain gave a l i t t l e , on ly to 
t i ghten up w i th our next move . 

"As we p a s s ed through the p ar t i t i on 
do o r ,  I fe l l  over s omeone on the 
f l o o r . Th i s  t i ghtened the cu f f  on my 
hand even t i ght e r  b e caus e no one was 
walking  o r  s t anding beh ind me . I was 
pul l i ng a c oup l e  men from the cuff on 
my r i ght hand . 

"When I fe l l ,  I fe l l  a g a ins t an arm 
re s t  and I i n j ured my b ack . As I got 
up , the , me t a l  f rom the part i t i on drug 
a l on g  my l e ft l e g  and t o re away f l e s h  
from my knee t o  my ank l e .  The smoke 
was too th i ck to s e e  o r  b re a the . 

(continued on next page 1 

Aw, he ain 't sick 
On l y  the thre at o f  a l aw s u i t pre 
vent e d  the Department o f  Corre c t i ons 
from hus t l ing inj ured p r i s oner Mike 
Mul l ins out o f  i n t ens ive care and b ack 
t o  Men ard pen i te n t i ary , accord i ng t o  
Mul l ins ' mother , L i l l ie Mu l l in s . 

Mul l in s  was i n j ured in the bus acc i 
dent Nov . 2 9 , Ms . Mu l l ins  t o ld the 
Pos t - Ame r i k an . 

She found out ab out h e r  s on ' s  i n j ury 
the day of the acc iden t , when she 
r e c e ived a c a l l from the Dep a r tment 
o f  Corre c t ions . She was g i Yen a num 
b e r  t o  c a l l  in Vanda l i a .  

C a l l ing the numb e r  a t  Vand al i a , M s . 
Mu l l ins l e arned that h e r  s o n  was 
i n j ured in the bus  f i re , was t aken t o  
S t . E l i zab e t h  hosp i t a l  i n  B e l l e v i l l e , 
and tha t her s on ' s  c ond i t i on w a s  
g e t t ing wors e . 

"They t o l d  me I c ou l dn ' t c ome s ee my 
s on , but I went anyway , "  Ms . Mul l ins  
t o l d  the Po s t - Ame r ik an . " They 
wou l dn ' t t e l l  me if he w a s  burned or 
what , j us t  that  he was hurt . "  

At the Be l l ev i l l e  hosp i t a l , Ms . 
Mul l in s  was t o l d  s he c ou l dn ' t  s e e 
'he r  s on . 

"The pub l i c r e l a t i on s  man s a i d  he had 
to k e ep us in t h i s  one r oom to keep 
the med i a  away from u s , "  M s . Mu l l i n s  

s a i d . 

A f t e r  repeat e d l y  ins i s t ing , Ms . 
Mu l l in s  f inal ly g o t  p e rm i s s i on t o  s e e  
h e r  s on . 

By th i s  t ime , i t  was Sunday Dec . 2 - 
a few days a f t e r  the bus acc i dent . 

Mike Mu l l ins was l y i ng weak on a 
h os p i t a l  b e d , w i th a l e g  i ron and 
c h a i n  p re vent i n g  h im from e s cap in g . 
"He had a mon i t or ab ove h i m ,  an I . V . , 
and they kept  him o n  oxygen , "  Ms . 
Mul l in s  s a i d . 

Mu l l ins  h ad pneumon i a , c aught from 

be ing s o aked w i th the r e s cue r s ' smoke 
c l e ar i ng h o s e  a f t e r  s p ending 3 0  minu t e s  
uncons c i ous and inh a l i n g  t h e  thi ck 
b l a ck fume s . 

Accord ing t o  Ms . Mu l l ins , two guards 
from Vanda l i a  b e g an t ak i ng h e r  son 
away r i ght then , s ay i n g  they were 
taking him b ack t o  Menard . 

"They we re t ak ing h im r i ght out o f  
intens ive care , "  she s a id ind i gnant ly . 

Ms . Mul l ins s a i d  memb e r s  o f  her f am i l y  
f i n a l l y  c a l l e d  S t . E l i z ab e th ' s  and 
threatened to sue the ho s p i t a l  i f  
they perm i t t e d  the p r i s on guards t o  
t ake Mike away . 

That was Dec . 2 ,  and the threat app ar
ent l y  worked . Ms . Mu l l ins s a i d  her 
s on wasn ' t  moved out of the ho s p i ta l  
unt i l  Dec . 1 0 . 

" I  wrote a l e t t e r  t o  the G overnor and 
t o l d  him how rude tho s e  guards from 
Vandal i a  were . My s on m i ght b e  a 
p r i sone r , but they don ' t  have t o  t r e a t  
h im l ike a dog , "  Ms . t-:u l l ins s a id . 

"Al l tho s e  p r i s oners  s hould have par 
dons o r  t ime cut s . The St ate o f  
I l l ino i s  has g o t  t o  make i t  up t o  
them . They ' ve suffered enough 
a l r e ady , "  Ms . Mu l l ins s a i d . • 

- -M . S .  
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Prisoners recal l bus f ire 
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  

p r e c e d i n g  p a g e s )  

" F our o r  f i ve o f  us w r app e d  in the 
c h a i n  m an a g e d  t o  get t o  t h e  b u s  do o r .  
My r i gh t  a rm w a s  s t i l l  p u l l e d  e x t reme 
l y  t i gh t  b e h i n d  me . 

" Th e  p a i n f r om t h e  c u f f s  on my h an d  
w a s  e v e n  i n  m y  n e c k . I w a s  s c re am i n g  
a n d  c ry i n g . T h e  c u f f s  we re c u t t i n g  
i n t o  my h an d . When I w a s  r e l e a s e d  
from the c u f fs , t h e y  h a d  t o  p u s h  t h e  
s k i n  t h a t  h a d  sw o l l en a r oun d t h e  c u f f  
away . I p a s s e d  o u t . "  

W r i t i n g  s i x  w e e k s  a f t e r  t h e  i n c i de n t , 
Foster said, "My hand is still numb 
and t h e r e  i �  a r i n g  a r o un d  my w r i s t  
from t h e  c u f f s . I h ave n o  fe e l i n g  i n  
my w r i s t . "  

Af t e r  d r a g g i n g  h i ms e l f  o f f t h e  b u s  and 
g e t t i n g  h i s  h an d c u f fs un l o c k e d ,  p r i 
s one r She rm an T i r re l l  wan t e d  t o  g o  
b a c k  i n  t o  h e l p  ge t o t h e r s  o u t . 

" B <i �  t h e  g u a r d s  w o u l dn ' t  l e t  u s , 
even t h o u gh t h e y  we ren ' t  d o i n g  any th i n g  
and I mean n o t h i n g  t o  s ave t h e  men 
s t i l l  on th i s  b u s , "  T i r re l l  w r o t e  t o  
t h e  P o s t - Ame r i k an . 

" Th e y  s a i d  they c o ul dn ' t  g o  i n  un t i l  
t h e y  g o t  mas k s , b u t  t h e re w e re no 
ma s k s . T h e r e  w a s  n o  e m e r g e n c y do o r ;  i f  
t h e re w a s , t h e y  d i dn ' t  u s e  i t .  
F i n a l l y  a f t e r  a few more g o t  o f f ,  t h e y  
t h o u g h t  ab o u t  b re a k i n g  o u t  w i n dows . "  

* * * * * * * 

B a c k  i n s i de the b u s , t h e  rema i n i n g  
p r i s on e r s  t r i e d  t h e i r  f e e b l e  b e s t  t o  
g e t  a i r  a n d  s t ru g g l e d  t o  d i s e n t a n g l e  
t h ems e l ve s . T h o s e  t h a t  f a i l e d  w e r e 
o ve r c ome b y  the t h i c k s mo k e , and 
p a s s e d  o u t . S o me p r i s on e r s , h an d 
cu f f e d  t o  un c o n s c i 6 u s  men , s t r u g g l e d  
on , d ra g g i n g  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s  w i t h them . 

A l t h o u gh the eme r g e n c y  e x i t  w i n dows 
we re b a r re d , W i l l i am Wo o dw a r d  h o p e d  
t h a t  the g l a s s  w ou l d  b re a k  t o  l e t  
a i r  in . I t  d i dn ' t  work . S i n c e  h i s  
e x i t  w a s  b a r r e d  b y  a h u g e  c l ump o f  
b o d i e s  b y  the do o r ,  W o o dw a r d  p a t i e n t 
l y  wa i t e d ,  k e e p i n g  h i s  f a c e  c l o s e  t o  
t h e  f l o o r  wh e r e t h e re w a s  mo r e  a i r . 
He th i n k s  he w a i t e d  5 - 7  m i n u t e s , and 
knows that the s h o u t i n g  had d i e d  down . 
A l o t  o f  t h e  me n ' s  movemen t h a d  
s t opp e d ,  a n d  W o o dw a r d  t h o ugh t many o f  
the rema i n i n g  men mus t b e  un c o ne c i o u s , 
l i k e  the man he w a s  h an d c u f f e d  t o . 

Wh i l e huddl e d  n e a r  the f l o o r , W o o d 
w a r d  w r o t e , w i th men ' s  moveme n t  and 
s h ou t i n g  q u i e t e r , he c o ul d h e a r  " t h e  
b u s  h e a t e r  f a n  w a s  s t i l l  runn i n g , 
pump i n g  s m o k e  i n t o  t h e  b u s . "  

J ohn Le i gh , o r i g i n a l l y  s e a t e d  a t  t h e  
b a c k  o f  t h e  b u s , s t i l l  t h o u g h t  t h a t  
t h e  f l e e i n g  g u a r d  h ad l o c k e d  t h e  
s t e e l  me s h  do o r : 

" I  c o u l d  h e a r  the men i n  f r o n t  o f  me , 
t r amp l i n g  t h e  men on t h e  f l o o r .  
B e a t i n g , k i ck i n g , p us h i n g , t ry i n g  t o  
b u s t down t h a t  l o ck e d  s e cu r i t y  
s c r e e n e d  doo r .  And I c ou l d  h e a r  t h e  
pleas, the praying , the calls £o r 
h e l p , t h e  b e g g i n g , t h e  c ry i n g  t o  l e t  
u s  o ff t h a t  b u s . An d I c ou l d  h e a r  
mys e l f  b e g g i n g ,  ye l l i n g , ' P l e a s e  o p e n  
t h e  d oo r .  O p e n  t h e  do o r .  W e  c an ' t  
b re at h e . The b u s  i s  g o i n g  t o  e xp l o d e . 
P l e a s e  l e t  u s  o u t . L e t  u s  o u t . We 
are dy i n g . '  An d I c �u l d  h e ar the 
g u a r d  o u t s i de i n  the fre s h  c l e an a i r  
t e l l i n g  u s  t o  s t ay c a l m . And I c o ul d 

h e a r  the c r i e s  o f  p a i n  from t h e  guys 
b e a t i n g  the i r  hands an d s h o u l d e r s  
a g a i n s t t h e  s e c ur i ty s c re e n e d  d o o r . 
An d t h e  c r i e s  o f  p a i n  from t h e  guys 
b e i n g  s t omp e d  on . An d I knew I w a s  
dy i n g . 

" S udden l y  s om e o n e  ye l l e d  t o  b u s t  o u t  
t h e  w i n dow s t o  g e t  s ome a i r .  An d I 
p u l l e d  an d w a s  p u l l e d  t o  t h e  s i d e  
w i ndows , whe re me and t h e  m a n  h an d 
cu f fe d  t o  m e  t r i e d  o u r  b e s t  t o  b e at 
t h o s e  w i n dows o ut w i t h  o u r  f i s t s . 

" T ime an d t ime a g a i n  I s r:: a s h e d  my 
f i s t  i nt o  t ho s e  w i n dow s , b u s t i n g  and 
b a t t e r i n g  my knuc k l e s . The h a n d c u f f s  
we re p u l l i n g  an d cu t t in g  d e e p  w h e n  my 
f i s t  w a s n ' t  mo v i n g  as q u i c k l y  or a t  
t h e  s ame an e l e  a s  t h e  f i s t  I w a s  h an d 
c u f fe d  t o . B u t  s t i l l  w e  p o u n d e d  t h e  
w i n dow un t i l  a l l  m y  knuc k l e s  w e r e  c u t , 
b a t t e re d  and b l e e d i n g , w i t h de e p  
p a i n fu l  c u t s  c o ve r i n g  m y  h an d  from t h e  
h an d c u f fs . 

"When I t r i e d  t o . b r e a t he my t h r o a t  and 
l u n g s  fe l t  l i k e  they we re on f i r e , 
and t h e re w a s  no a i r . I w a s  g e t t i n g  
l i gh t h e a de d .  P e op l e  we re p a s s i n g  o u t  
a l l  a r o un d  me an d I w a s  g e t t i n g  d i z z y .  
I knew I h a d  g o n e  t o o  l on g  w i t h o u t  any 
a i r . Th e n  I was on my k n e e s .  I w a s  
p a s s i n g  o u t . "  

Dre s de n  F a u l kn e r  w r o t e , " I ' ve had 
re s p i r a t o ry p r o b l e m s  s i n c e  b o y h o o d  and 
don ' t  e ve n  s mo k e . Th i s  s mo k e  w a s  a l l 
i n  my e ye s , n o s e , t h ro a t , and l un g s . 
J\ly c he s t  w a s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  h u r t . I was 
vom i t i n g  t o o , a l on g  w i th many o th e r s . 
Then I c o l l ap s e d  and p as s e d o u t , 
p a s s e d  o u t  amon g t h a t  s c re am i n g  s e a  o f  
b o d i e s , n o t  e x p e c t i n g  t o  re turn t o  the 
c on s c i o us w o r l d . "  

Ac c o r d i n g  t o  F r e dd i e  B r own , s moke w a s  
p o u r i n g  o u t  t h e  b us d o o r  e v e n  3 0  m i n 
u t e s  a f t e r  the f i re s t a r t e d .  " By th i s  
t i me t h e y  s t a r t e d  t o  b r i n g  s ome o f  the 
men o u t  of the b u s , "  B rown w r o t e  to 
t h e  P o s t - Ame r i k an . " On e  o f f i c e r  t o l d  
ano the r ,  ' Th e re i s  n o  fuck i n g  ne e d  t o  
r un - - th e y  a r e  a l l  d e a d  b y  now . ' "  

E v e n t u a l l y re s cue wo rke r s  b ro k e  
w i n dows , t o o k  p a r t  o f  the t o p  o f  t h e  
b us o f f ,  a n d  s p r a y e d  w a t e r  i n s i de t o  
c l e a r  the s mo ke . T h e  2 0 - 2 2 p r i s on e rs 
wh o h a d  p as s e d  o u t  i n s i de t h e  b us w e r e  
c o mp l e t e l y  s o a k e d  w i t h c o l d  w a t e r  
b e f o re t h e y  we re t ak e n  o f f  t h e  b us . 

S ome p r i s on e r s  w e n t  i n t o  c onvul s i on s  
f r o m  t h e  c o l d .  Many w e re c o u gh i n g  up 
t h i ck b l a c k  ph l e gm .  

" I  w a s  s o  c o l d  f r om b e i n g  we t I s h o ok 
s o  h a rd my wh o l e  b o dy b o unce d , "  John 
Le i gh rep o rt e d .  "But y e t  I s t i l l  
c o u l dn ' t  b re a the . My t h r o a t  and 
l un g s  fe l t  a s  i f  t h e y  w e r e  on f i re . 
An d I c o u l dn ' t  o p e n  my e y e s . "  

Le i gh c o u l dn ' t  o p e n  h i s  e y e s  b e c a u s e  
he g o t  a p i e ce o f  g l a s s  i n  o n e  when 
the guards f in a l l y  got a ro un d  to b u s t -

i n g  the b us w indows a f t e r  Le i gh 
passed out. Leigh estimated he was 
c on s c i o u s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t 9 o r  1 0  
o f  the 3 0  m i n u t e s  h e  w a s  t r app e d  in 
the s mo k e - f i l l e d  b u s . 

Mo s t  o f  t h e  19 p r i s on e rs who re s p onde d 
t o  my l e t t e r  w e r e  w r i t i n g  ab o u t  f i ve 
w e e k s  a f t e r  t h e  b u s  f i re . A l l  w e r e  
o u t  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l , b u t  m a n y  o f  t h e  
p r i s on e rs s t i l l  c omp l a i n  o f  s e r i o u s  
me d i c a l  p rob l ems , e s p e c i a l l y  w i th the i r  
b re a t h i n g . Many o f  the p r i � o n e r s  
wh i ch t h e  D O C  l i s t s  a s  un i n j u r e d  d i d  
h ave i n j u r i e s - - s o me o f  t h e m  s e r i ou s . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

The t r a g e dy o f  t h e  Nov . 2 9  b u s  f i re 
demon s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  D e p a rtment o f  
C o r r e c t i on s  h as fa i l e d  t o  p ro v i de f o r  
t h e  s a fe t y  o f  t h e  p r i s on e r s  i n  i t s 
cus t o dy . 

The g u a rds w e r e  e i t h e r unab l e  o r  u n 
w i l l i n g  t o  d e a l  q u i c k l y  w i th t h e  
c r i s i s . O n e  g u a r d  c a u s e d  p an i c  on the 
b u s  by fl e e i n g  t o  find a l i e u t e n an t  
w h o  c o u l d a u t h o r i z e  t h e  p r i s on e rs ' 
re l e a s e  f r om t h e i r  ch a i n s . Two 
p r i s on e rs we re o rde re d b a c k  on t o  the 
b u s  a f t e r  s t ru g g l i n g  t o  g e t  o ff .  I t  
t o ok s e v e r a l  m i nut e s - - a s many a s  t e n  
b y  o n e  c a l cu l a t i on - - b e fo r e  g u a r d s  
b e g an b re ak i n g  t h e  b u s  w i ndows . 

B u t  t h e  g u a rd s ' i n c omp e t e n c e  o n l y  
comp o unde d t h e  p r i ma ry thre a t  t o  t h e  
p r i s on e rs ' l i v e s  i n  t h a t  s i t ua t i on : 
the DO C ' s  o ve r - p a r an o i d  s e cu r i ty 
p o l i c i e s . F i r s t , the b a r r e d  w i ndows , 
b o l t e d  e s c a p e  h a t ch , and i n o p e rab l e  
e me r g e n cy e x i t s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s ary t o  
p r e ve n t  e s c a p e - - r i f l e - c a r ry in g  
g u a r d s  fo l l ow e v e ry t r an s p o r t  b u s . 
The DOC i s  t o y i n g  w i t h p r i s on e rs ' 
l i ve s  b y  ch a i n i n g  a l l  t h e  p r i s on e r s 
t o g e th e r  an d then f a s t e n i n g  the c h a i n  
t o  t h e  b u s . 

Se c o n d , t h e  p r i s on e r s  w e re s e c ure l y  
i n  p r i s on the who l e  t i me anyw ay . As 
Fre d d i e  B r own p u t  i t ,  " Such a 
t ra g e dy w a s  comp l e t e l y  avo i dab l e . 
Though a l l  o f  us we re c on v i c t e d  and 
s e n t en c e d for c r i me s , w e  w e r e  a l l  
h andcu f fe d  an d i n s i de o f  Vanda l i a  
Pen i t e n t i a ry when th i s  a l l  o c c u r re d ! "  

Van da l i a  Wa rden J o n  H e c k l e  c a l l e d  the 
bus f i re " a  f r e ak a c c i de n t . "  But the 
de a th of o n e  p r i s on e r an d t h e  h o r r i b l e  
in j ur i e s  t o  many mo re we r e  n o  a c c i de n t  
a t  a l l :  t h e y  w e re the e n t i r e l y p re 
d i c t ab l e  r e s u l t  o f  DOC p o l i c i e s  wh i c h  
d i s r e g a r d  t h e  s a fe t y  o f  p r i s oners . 

An d the p r i s on e r s  know i t . Dre s d en 
S .  F a u l kn e r  c l o s e d  h i s  l e t t e r  to the 
P o s t - Ame r i k an th i s  w a y : " To think 
that I a l mo s t  had a d e a th s e n tence for 
me r e l y  b e i n g  a Te c hn i c a l  P a r o l e  
V i o l at o r  ( l e ft t h e  s t a t e  w i thout 
a s k i n g  f o r  p e rm i s s i on ) . An ab s urd 
p e n a l t y , but I ' m m e r e l y  an i nmate t o  
t h o s e  p e op l e  s i t t i n g  a t  the i r  de s k s  
j u g g l in g  p e op l e  f r om o n e  p r i s on t o  
an o the r .  One m o re d e a th c o u l dn ' t  e a t  
t h ro u gh t o  t he i r  c o n s c i en ce . " •  

- - Mark S i l ve r s t e in , w i th Ph o e b e  
C a u l f i e l d ,  Pre d d i e  B rown , Ch a r l e s  
Campb e l l , B e n  C an t re l l , P at Ce c c on i , 
Kno xe l l ' De B o i s e , D r e s den S .  F au l kn e r ,  
Rob e r t  F o s t e r ,  Mi c k e y  G a z i k a s , Emme t t  
Le athe rw oo d ,  John Le i gh , Mi ch ae l  
Mi l l e r , Rud o lph M o f fe t t , Mi chae l 
Mul l in s , Rob e rt Os b o rn e , M i chae l 
Ruc k e r ,  She rman T i r re l l , Denn i s  
W a l k e r ,  W i l l i am W o o dw a r d , and 
an o t h e r  anonymous p r i s on e r .  
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"Th e re i sn ' t  a who l e  l o t  o f  re act i on 
t o  the s e  t h i n g s , "  Je f fery S ch aub t o l d  
a Pan t a graph rep orte r when informed 
of a ma lprac t i ce s u i t  j us t  f i l e d  
again s t  B r o k aw Hos p i ta l  and three 
phys i c i an s  p r a c t i c in g  the re . 

Schaub i s  execu t i ve vice  p re s i dent 
of Brokaw Hos p i ta l . 

"A phy s i c i an m i s s ing  a d i a gn o s i s  i s  
one o f  those things  that happens . 

That ' s  n o t  t o  s ay that a phy s i c i an d i d  
mi s s  a d i agno s i s , "  t h e  hosp i t al  veep 
cont i nue d ,  according  to the 
Pan t a g:raph . 

C l aude B .  Quinn sued b e caus e he th inks 
the hos p i t a l  and the do c t o r s  who 
e x amined him and t r e a t e d  him shou l d  
have s p o t te d  h i s  c an c e r  deve l op in g  when 
he was a p a t i ent  in Sept . 1 9 7 7 . 

B e c aus e o f  the  doctor ' s  ne g l i gence , 
Quinn ' s  s u i t  charge s , the c an c e r  

Private strike force for nukes 
Do cuments o btained by an Oregon radio 
s tation in l ate December revealed 
s ec r e t  plans by Burns International 
S ecurity S ervice s  to form a 100-member 
para-mil itary team ,  armed with s emi
automatic  weapons , to cope with 
emergenci e s  at nuclear power plants 
around the United S tat e s . 

According to documents o btained by the 
r adio s tation KZEL in Eugene , Ore . , 
the para -mi litary force i s  co de 
named "SCAP " and would have the 
c apability of being deployed anywhere 
in the U . S .  within 24 hour s  no tic e .  

No w ,  the ranking Democrat on the 
House Energy and Environment s ubcom
mittee in Washington is label ing 
tho se plans as "grue some " and remini s 
c ent of a "police s tate . "  

VD� Cycle Shop 

All Bicycles, Parts, 
& Accessories 
in Stock. 

Oregon Demo crat Jim Weave r ,  whose  
Congre ss ional subcommitte overs e e s  
the Nucl ear Regulatory Commi s s ion , 
s ays he was unaware o f  plans by 
private pol ice  agenc ies  to create a 
nationwide strike force o f  c ivil ian 
guards armed with s emi-automatic 
weapons . 

Weaver has o btained a copy of the 
Burns do cuments on SCAP and is review
ing them with an eye on a po ssibl e  
Congressional investigation . 

Said Weaver ,  " Ralph Nader has been 
warning for year s  that the nuclear 
industry would turn America into a 
police  state . " • 

- - Zodiac News Servic e  

ROCK 
THE BOAT 

wasn ' t  de t e c t e d  un t i l  s e ve r a l  months 
l ate r - - a ft e r  it had done damage that 
e ar ly de t e c t i on and t re a tmen t  would 
have p revente d .  

I t  was a m i s s e d  d i agnos i s . 

Quinn i s  now p a r a l y z e d  an d t o t a l l y  
d i s ab l e d ,  w i t h  cance r s p r e ad through 
out h i s  b ody . 

I t ' s  one o f  th�s e  t h in g s  that happens . • 
- - M . S ; 

Booze and 
Tylenol dangerous 

Alcohol and Tylenol are dangerous in 
combination , ac cording to Dr . Craig 
McClain at the Univers i ty of Minne
sota. Heavy drinkers who try to 
soo the their hangovers with mas s ive 
gram-plus do s e s  of acetaminophen 
( Tylenol ' s  generic  name ) risk mas sive 
l iver damage , he s ays , s ince alcohol 
and Tylenol s eem to have harmful 
reac tions in the liver . One p at i ent 
at the univers ity who ' d  been mixing 
both drugs died of l iver failure , 
although he did not have c irrho s i s . 

Asp irin , as a hangover cure , may 
sl ightly aggravate the stomach irri
tation caused by bo o z e the night 
before , but if it ' s  taken with folic 
acid (a common heal th-food diet 
suppl ement ) ,  this risk can be 
minimi,z e d . • 

- -High Time s 

O pen mouth, insert foot 

454-1541 
100 Ncwlh Unden 
Non11al, IHlnols 

Results  o f  the Who Can Say the Mo st 
Inane Things about Gay Pe opl e  contest  
for  1 979 have just been announc ed . 

First runnerup was Malcolm Mugger idge , 
Brit ish author and recent convert to 
Catholicism.  His winning remarks , 
which appear e d  in Time magazine , deal t  
with the Anthony Blunt affair , in 
which a gay art advisor to the Que en 
was reveal e d  as a Rus s i an spy . 

Muggeridge ' s  theory o f  why e spionage 
attrac ts gay p eopl e scored high in the 

Having · a party? 
Need a game 

or fi lm? 
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Papal Bull cat egory : " Just common 
sense suggests  that the same gifts 
which make homo s exual s o ften accom
pl ished actors equip them for spying , 
which is  a kind o f  act ing , while their 
inevitabl e exclusion from the 
satis faction of parentho od gives them 
a grudge against s o c iety ,  and there
fore an instinct ive sympathy with 
efforts to overthrow it . "  

Before his rel igious conver sion , 
Muggeridge wrote  humor . 

The winner o f  the contest  was a Ms . 
Lillian Carter , Georgia landowner who 
now reside s , s omet imes , in Washington 
DC . Ms . Carter ( aka Miz Lillian )  
easily outdistanced all competitors 
in the "Ah ' m  j e st  a poor ol e country 
bigot "  department • 

Her comments were made in an attempt 
to explain how she turned up at a pay 
benefit in Lo s Angel e s : " I  don ' t  know 
a gay from a hole in the ground- - in 
my part o f  the country we don ' t  have 
' em .  • • • At that dinner for homo
s exual s , one kissed me on the back 
of the neck . And when one of that 
other kind c ame up I was so s cared 
she was go ing to . k i s s  me I didn ' t  
knQw what to do , I ' m old but not 
naive . "  

Ms . Carter ' s  priz e , donated by the 
Atlanta Le s bian-Femini st  Alliance , 
consisted o f  a peanut- shaped dildo 
( batteries no t included ) and a s ix
foot hole in the ground . She was no t 
considered for the Miz Congenial i ty 
award . • 

--Ferdydurke 



T o  the P ost-Amerikan: 

I would like to comment on a few of the articles 
which have appeared recently in the Post-Amer
ikan. 

My first set of comments concern a group of 
articles from your November 1979 issue dealing 
with the subject of vandalism. Granted, 
Operation Spook is not an appropriate way to deal 
with the problem of vandalism in a free society, 
but that is not justification for the glamorization 
of vandalism as your articles,  particularly the 
' 'Vandals, Shape Up" piece and then your cover 
design seemed to do. 

Vandalism is not merely "fun" or an assault on 
"bourgeois standards of taste. "  It is a violent act 
against other people's personal property. A car 
parked on the street or in a parking lot does not 
possess feelings, so seemingly no one is hurt. 
But w hat about the person who worked hard to 
earn the money for that car ? 

Not everyone who is the victim of vandalism is 
a "fat cat" with plenty of money to spare. I 
myself had a window of my car shot out last 

winter. It was a '69 Chevy with half the back 

busted out. That's hardly the type of vehicle a 

member of the Establishment would drive. Not 

having had money for insurance or to replace the 

window, I did without for the rest of the winter.  

V arious arrangements of  plastic just didn't do 

the trick. On snowy days I rode the bus or 

walked. I heard later some 70 or so cars had 

their windows shot out the same evening. I'm 

no t a MEG agent, an oil tycoon; I don't even own 

a m!.<e plant. So why did they shoot out my 

window ? No reason. They wanted to break 

something a.rrl it was there. It was "fun" ! 

Another example of the senselessness of vandal
ism happened just last weekend. My mother and 
my mother-in-law were attending a play at the 
Community Players.  At i�ermission, a speaker 

' J t 
---' ;:\) . I I ��"�I t !  

------� 0 ':> _  �. -'---

had to announce the sad npws that half the cars in 
the Bagle parking lot, mostly belonging to people 
attending the play, had been vandalized. _ The win-
dows were smashed out. Luckily for my mother 
and mother-in-law, their car had not been touched, 
but the car next to it was. These women are not 
wealthy. My mother works for a non-profit 
organization in town. They would have found it 
hard to pay for the damage either in actual cost 
or in higher insurance rates.  I can't say for 
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Vandal s bad , Christmas good 
certain that no one in that theater wasn't hurting 
for money, but I would like to say that just 
because a person makes a lot of money that 
doesn't mean that he/she has a lot to spare. 
Many "bourgeois" workers have families to take 
care of, children in school, hope, dreams, etc . , 
besides the bills we all live with. In short, they 
have a hundred other things their money could and 
should go for other than to pay for the damage some 
some teenager chose to do to his/her property. 

So you suggest making it a "political statement" 
by directi·ng the violence toward such establish
ments as the police force, GTE,  IPC, etc. Just 
because many people own something does not 
mean that it is not someone's property. Those 
policP cars belong to the tax payers of this area. 

GTE and IPC to the �hareholders of those com
panies. Someone still pays for the damage 
whether it be the taxpaying citizens of this 
town and county or every person who uses a 
telephone or electric power to run their lights , 
stereos, etc. If you're going to knock those 
organizations, try living in a lawless society 
where your life and propE)rty are at the mercy of 
any outlaw who shoots a gun faster than you do, 
or where you print your newspaper by candle 
light and everything, I mean everything, closes 
when the sun goes down. Enough on vandalism. 

The other set of articles I would like to address 
concern the Christmas decorations in downtown 
Bloomington (December 1979 issue). I live in 
the downtown area and very much enjoy seeing 
those decorations every night when I go home. 
If that's  extravagance, then so is my Christmas 
tree at home, the lights I put around my window, or 
the presents I like to buy for the ones I love. I 
don't have to do it; I enjoy doing it. That's what 
extravagance means to me. To not struggle for 
survival but to enjoy life. Sure, I could spend 
my money on more useful things. But I like to 
feel for a month or so each year I can forget 
about the useful and practical and have a good 
time. Not that I don't have a good time the rest 
of the year, but Christmas is special whether you 
believe in its beginning or not. I wish everyone 
would put up lights and decorations at Christmas . 
Just think of it; for a month or so every year, 
Bloomington-Normal would look like Walt Disney 
World ! 

You are indignant about this "extravagant" 
spending of "public" money. By "public" you seem 
to think that means you. If I'm correct, most of 
a city' s finances come from personal property 
taxes along with help from the federal and state 
taxes . How many of the people on your staff have 
worked long or hard enough to buy property in 
this town ? Or contributed as much money to the 
Federal and State governments via taxes as all the I 
rest of the taxpayers of this state and country who I 
aren't complaining about those decorations ? Who I 
don't mind their money being spent on something I 
they enjoy ? I 
It seems that a lot of people nowadays think that 
plastic is a dirty word. But what's wrong with it ? 

I 
I 
I 

What's  wrong with vinyl record albums ? Would 
you rather have wax? Or disposable medical 
aids (disposable syringe covers, thermometers 
and the like) ? Would you rather that they were 
less sterile? Or plastic safety lenses ? Or would 
you rather someone's  eye were cut? The list 
goes on. What about baggies: would you rather 
your sandwich or whatever got stale ? The tinsel 
on my Ch ristmas tree is plastic and so is that 
Santa Claus on Center Street. I like it that way. 

People used to get an orange, a few pieces of 
candy, and a handknitted scarf for Christmas. 
We celebrate in a different way today, but the 
feeling is the same. 

My last comment is on the combination of a 
certain articlP. in your Now�mber 1979 issue and 
a certain advP.rtisement on thP. last page of 

-same issue. With all your talk about the incon-
sistencies of government officials, certain 
businessmen, and churchpeople, and the con
tinual put-down of materialism you advocate, I 
think it is in rather poor taste to combine an 
article on the injustice pornography does to 
women and a full page ad for Medusa's in the same 
issue. How much did Medusa's pay for that ad ? 
or does money have nothing to do with principles ?  

In closing, I would like to say that I would very 
much like to see this letter printed in your 
newpaper. But judging from the narrow-minded
ness of your editorial policies, I'm not so sure 
I will. (Yes,  Virginia, there are narrow-minded 
leftists too. ) Let 's see how far this freedom of 
idPas goPs--

Thank you for reading, 
Celia Hicklin Feaster 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

'Seriously 
homosexual' 

WINTERIZE YOUR GUITAR 
Sto ckholm, Sweden--Pro t e sting their 
government ' s  l i sting of homo sexual ity 
as an " o fficial "  illne s s , members o f  
the Swedish national gay organi zation 
{ Riksforbunde t  for S exuel t 
Likaberattigande--RFSL ) s taged a 
" sick- in . " 

STOP JN AT G U I TA R  W O R LD 
And have your 
guitar checked for 
• New Strings 
• Cracks and 

other dryness 
problems 

Check out the 

Dampit H u m idifier 

105 Broadway • Norm.al @WITAR (!!_ORLD 

Some JO lesbians and gay men in 
Sto ckholm phoned the ir employers to 
reque st sick l eave . Under Swedish 
law ,  the employer is required to grant 
c ompensation. When asked if his ill 
ness was s erious , RFSL pres ident 
K j ell Hinder repl ied , � Ja ,  sure , 
I ' m s eriously homos exual , "  

The government has s ince removed 
homos exual ity from the illne s s e s  
and disorders l i st • •  

--Gay Community News 



Thoroughly 
enjoys Post 

Newsp eopl e a t  the P o st-Amerikan , 

My s tudent brought home your newspaper 
which I en j oyed thoroughly . Howe�er , 
I should like to expre s s  a few points 
on which I disagree .  ( I f  I may have 
that privil ege . )  

I can understand gays becoming up set 
and intolerant of the average " squar e "  
who d o e s  n o t  gre e t  them with ?pen 
arms . But did any stop to thin� th�t 
many o f  the " estab l ishment " don

_
t give 

a darn one way or another and simply 
ignore the s i tuation? Or are tol erant 
o f  it and don ' t  choose  to take a 
publ ic  stand? 

Mo s t  of the "younger g eneration" ( I  
detest plac ing everyone in th� pat 
class ifications o f  the day ) finds 
the " square e stabl ishment " unworthy 
of to lerance ,  understanding or. 
patienc e .  Why then , do they �xp e c t  
Utopian acc eptanc e o f  everything they 
say or do? 

The intol erant are also  entitled to 
c ertain freedoms . 

Now to digress  for a moment . I find 
the continuing furor over "Miss ,  
Mrs .  or Ms . "  l aughabl e and beneath 
consideration . With the real pro b
l ems in the worl d today , finding 
people devo ting so much energy to· 
such a s tupidity has to be the mo s t  
ridiculous s torm i n  the proverbial 
teacup that e ver raged . 

I ' m  encl o s ing $J to help you continue 
your nobl e  e ffort s . 

Thanks • • • •  
A parent 

p , s .  I didn ' t  dare address you as 
"Gentlemen" !  

I 
I 
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. .  ry· · .._...-.. ?Jil" I Dear Po s t ,  

1
1 I have been locked up i n  prison for 

the last 18 months . When I first 

Don't pay 
rate hike! 

I started my sentence in August of 1 978 
I I had very l i ttle money to spend , so 
I I wa s very grateful when you s ent me 

I a fre e subs cription . 
.. 

Re cently , I acquired some money and 
2nclosed please find $6 . o o  to cover 
co s t  o f  the two -year subs cription 
whi ch I am now receiving . 

I Dear Post Amerikan , 
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I have read about your benefits at the 
Lay-Z -J Salo on and ( as a drinking man 
from way bac k )  think they are great ! 
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1. 
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We really enjoyed the cover o f  your 
De cember is sue . That ' s  te lling i t  
like it i s !  Many people i n  Champaign
Urbana ( C- U )  are outrage d that the 
I llino i s  Commerce Commission ( I CC ) i s  
si ding wi th Illino i s  Power . Imagine , 
we are fo rced to pay higher ele ctri c 
rates fo r a nuclear power plant most 
people don ' t  want anyway ! 

In C-U  we have s tarted to organi z e  
� rate boyco tt o f  I llino i s  Power ( IP )  
We are asking people to subtract 1 0% 
o ff their bill . This means refusing 
to pay any more thari the o ld ele ctri c 
rate . We hope that i f  enough people 
do this , the I CC and IP  wi ll think 
twi ce before they try to rai s e  our 
rates again . 

I wi ll be paro led in August of 1 980 , 
and am wondering if such a benefi t 
wi ll be taking place around my date of 
parole ? If  no t ,  maybe I could help 
you organi ze  one . 

I fully intend to support the Po s t , 
Blo omington-Normal ' s  only alternati�e 
newspaper in the future . If  there i s  
1nything I can do upon my release , 
please let me know . Thanks again ! 

Sincerely , 

Joseph R .  Scho enbrun 
Box 1 0 0 ,  #82742 

· 
Vi enna , IL 62995 

If any readers de cide to  de duct the 
1 0%, we suggest the fo llowing� 

I POST -NOTE : 

1 .  Save the 1 0% in cas e  you are 
forced to pay up later . 

2 .  Do no t tell IP  why you are wi th� 
holding the 1 0%, or simply tell 
them you can ' t  afford to  pay the 
higher rate s . 

J .  Get all your friends to withhold 
the 1 0% too . The more who boy-
�n t t ,  the more successful i� wi ll be . 

4. Drop us a l ine i f  you are harass e d  
b y  IP . I f  IP gets too o rnery , we 
might suggest everyone no t pay the 
full amount . ( Watch your s tep I P ! ) 

For Alternative Power 
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Green Ban c/o Resurgence l 
POB 2824 Station A I ChampaiEn , IL . 61 8 0 1  

I 

Dear Jo e ,  
Thanks for the stro ke s  and the bucks . 
We know how valuable they are whe re 
you are right now .  Sliding each o ther 
a little help when we can afford it is 
the only way we survive in the belly 
of the beast . We all hope you pull 
through all right during the rest of 
your stay as a gue st o f  the taxpayers . 

- -The Po st 

I 
- - - - - - - - - - - - ------ --'-············································· 

Advice 
on cold remedies 

Dear Post, 

A myriad of medications are offered for colds and 
hay fever, especially colds . They vary greatly in 
their cost and effectiveness. Having done some 
research on it, I have found that the most effective 
remedy for nasal congestion, and also probably the 
cheapest and the freest from side-effects, is phene
lyphrinA hydrochloride, available as Walgreen's  
nose drops(least expensive) or  Neo-Synephrine. It 
is generally cheaper to buy ingredients separately, 
buying nose drops for congestion, discount aspirin 
for headache, and an allergy tablet for sneezing 
and watering of the eyes. The cheapest and effective 
allergy tablet contains chlorpheniramine maleate, 
and is available as Walgreen allergy tablets(least 
expensive) or Chlor-Trimeton. This allergy tab
let works against sneezing whether it's  from cold 
or allergy. With these three basic ingredients you 
should be able to get through a cold without expens
ive time capsules (which discharge at different rates 
in different people anyway, and thus are unreliable) 
and other medicines, although you might need a 
cough syrup. 

' 

Sincerely yours,  
Dave Burdette 

POST-NOTE :  See last month's article , "Looking 
for some (Legal) Speed?",  page 10, for mor:e info 
on chemical cold remedies . 

"SNOWBA LL 
1'0Cl(ET ROCKETS" 

YOU CAN BEAT TIREDNESS AND SEND 
YOUR ENERGY LEVEL SOARING. 

1 ,i�:$if�!{�=���· : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : t�H� 
It peps you up when you need it, when the wear and tear of every day living drags you down. It offers vitality that 
can pull  anyone out of an energy slump. I ncredible results in a short time. • It gives an i mmense boost to your energy level. • One of the top fatigue fighters. • It works wonders. Its effect is  dramatic. • Like a magic bullet, you can feel its effect in about 30 to 60 minutes. • The effects last from 6 to 18 hours, depending on the individuals body metabolism. • There are no side effects. • No danger of taking  an overdose. • Perfectly safe. • No shakes • No glassy eyes • No nerveness 

If you find yourself dragging and u nable to make it through the day, SNOWBAL.L "Pocket Rockets" is a safe, non
prescription way to pull  yourself out of an energy s lump. ORDER TODAY! 
SNOWBALL: P.O. BOX 1883 

STA. A DEPT. -------------------���1���-�til�_11!9�----- - - - - --- ------------------------------- -----------------------------------
Please rush my SNOWBALL "POCKET ROCKETS" to 

Address 

City ------------------------------------
State & Zip 

Enclosed money order for 
Sorry no C.O.D. 
CHECK ONE 

total 

SAMPLE ORDER 25 FOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------ D $ 5.75 100 SNOWBALL "POCKET ROCKETS" FOR ------------------------------------------------------- D $ 18.00 500 SNOWBALL "POCKET ROCKETS" FOR ·--------------------------------------------: _________ D $ 75.00 1000 SNOWBALL "POCKET ROCKETS" FOR ·-----------------------------------------------------· D $130.00 
Non Controlled Substance: C10 H19 NOB 



Coun ty iail conditions violate righ ts 

De a r  P os t ,  

F i rs t  I ' d l ik e  to thank the Pos t fo r 
p r in t ing t h i s  a r i c l e , i f  they do . And 
hope they keep up the good work . And 
for de fending the r i gh t s  we have . 

I th ink i t ' s  t ime for the p e o p l e  t o  
r e a l i z e the s i t ua t i on he re a t  the 
McL e an County J a i l . The r i gh t s  we 
have are b e ing v i o l a te d ; the 
condi t i ons ne e d  t o  be b e t t e r ; and the 
s o - c a l l e d  rul e s  and r e g u l a t i ons n e e d  
to b e  change d .  And ,  as t h e  p e o p l e , 
you h ave the r i ght t o  s p e ak out and 
he lp change t h i n g s ; we c anno t . You 
are the p e o p l e  th at vo t e d  the p re s i 
dent in , a�d you are the p e o p l e  that 
vo t e d  the s he r i ff in . Then why c an ' t  
you , the p e o p l e , h e l p  change the s i t 
uat i on he re ? Wha t  you are about t o  
read a r e  fact s . I ' m g o ing t o  w r i t e  
what goes  o n  behind t h e  b ar s . How 
they l i e t o  the peop l e  and t o  us . 

F i rs t l e t  me p o in t  out , we are not 
inmate s ,  we are d e t a i ne e s . D e t a i n e e s  
are p e op l e  that have n o t  b een s e n 
tence d .  T h a t  me ans we s t i l l  have a l l 
our r i gh t s , the s ame one s you out 
there have . We are s ub j e c t  t o  s ub 
s t andard phys i c a l  condi t i ons ; we are 
den i e d  f i r s t amendment r i gh t s  o f  
commun i c a t i on ; and we are d i s c i p l ined 
and pun i s h e d  w i thout e ven the rudime n 
t a ry p ro t e c t ions o f  d u e  p r o c e s s  o f  
l aw .  We are innocent t i l l  proven 
gu i l ty ( th e o re t i c a l ly ) . 

As for  the cond i t ions  at the McL e an 
C o unty Ja i l ,  they are w o r s e  than a 
p r i s on . Such a s  a smok ing p o l i cy . 
C an anyone t e l l  o f  a j a i l  t h a t  has a 
smok i n g  p o l i cy ?  I think t h i s  i s  the 
only j a i l  in the s t a t e  of I l l in o i s  that 
has one . We can ' t  smoke any t ime we 
want ; we have c e r t a in hours . We c an 
s moke , from 7 a . m .  t o  10 p . m .  I f  you 
want a l i gh t , you ask a guard . He 
w i l l  l i ght your c i gare t t e . You ' d  
prob ab l y  want t o  know why the re i s  a 
smok ing p o l i cy . We l l , s ome p e o p l e  
t r i e d  b urn ing the i r  c e l l s . For the s e  
peop l e  that made that mi s t ak e , every
one has t o  p ay . Wh at I c an ' t  unde r 
s t and i s  how they make u s  pay £or 
s ome one e l s e ' s  fau l t . 

The food s i tuat i on h e re i s  unb e l i e v 
ab l e : They fe e d  y o u  j us t  enough t o  
s ur�i ve o� . On ce you ' re done e a t ing , 
you re s t i l l  hun gr y . One t ime I t o l d  
t h e  As s t . Warden Go ldb e rg about the 
foo d . We had ravi o l i :  I r e c e ived 
three p ie c e s  on a t ray and t o l d  h i m  
I was  g o i n g  to g o  o n  f o o d  s t r ike . He 
t o l d  me , "Go ahe ad , don ' t  e a t . "  I 
s a i d ,  "You ' l l have to t ake me t o  the 
ho s p i t a l . "  He s a i d , "Not for 6 t o  
8 weeks , s o  go on food s t r i ke I don ' t  
c a re . "  Th i s  i s  the a t t i t ude they have . 

�he food i s  always c o l d  when w e  g e t  
i t , and mo s t  o f  t h e  t ime t h e  food i s  
d r i e � out . Then they e xp e c t  u s  t o  
e a t  i t . Some o f  the d i s h e s  a r e  rare 
l �ke c o rn and c racke r  mi x ,  p o t a t o e s  

' 

w i th two p i c e s  o f  me a t  in them , g r e a s y  
tomato s oup , and I coul d go on and 
on . We do get s ome good me al s , but  
ve ry few . I a s k e d  a C . 0 .  i f  he ' d  e a t  
th i s  s t u f f . He t o l d  m e  i f  .i t w a s  
h im he ' d  th row i t  o n  the floor  or a t  
a C . O .  

· · · · 
Some o f  the guards s e e  our v i ews mo s t  
don ' t .  They know our r i gh t s  are

'
b e ing 

vi ? l at e d ,  b u t  w on ' t  a� c an ' t  he l p  us , 
mainly for fear o f  l o s in g  the i r  j ob s . 

They a l s o  h ave a p adde d ce l l  here , 
for tho s e  who are b e ing pun i shep or £or 
men t a l  c as � s .  Be fore ent e r in g , you 
are t o  s t r i p  down and b e  che ck e d .  
The re i s  no b e d , no s i nk and no 
t o i l e t . Jus t a dra in i s

'
i n  that c e l l . 

I f  you have t o  go t o  the j ohn , they 
hand you a p ap e r  p l ate  and t o i l e t  
p ap e r .  Now i f  th i s  i s  n o t  c rue l and 
inhuman p un i s hme n t , then I don ' t  know 
wh� t � s .  And h ow they ge t away w i th 
this  i s  b eyond my comp rehens i on . 

As fo r d i s c i p l i�ary procedure s , they 
got y o u . For e x amp l e , i n  the i r  rul e s  
and r e gu l a t i on s  p amph l e t  i t  s t ate s 
"After  the s h i ft commande r has de t � r 
m i n e d  the s e r i ousne s s  o f  the m i s con 
duct and g i ven the o f fende r an opp o r 
t un i ty t o  exp l a i n  o r  deny i t , a 
:e p o r t  o f  the v i o l at i on w i l l  b e  p l ac e d  
i n  the o f fender ' s  f i l e s . The 
o f fende r w i l l  then b e  not i fi e d  of the 
p e n a l ty for h i s /h e r  m i s conduct . "  An 
opp o r t un i ty t o  exp l a in or deny h i s  
c as � . Y?u ' re n o t  g i ven that opp o r 
t un i ty ; in fac t , you ' re j us t  g i ven a 
p ape r that e xp l a ins your o f fense  and 
then you ' re p un i sh e d  fo r that m i s con
duct  o r  whateve r . 

Ano the r e x amp l e  i s  s hake down . A b l ock 
was shook down ; one man was found w i t h  
two a s p i r i ns i n  h i s  c e l l . The re s u l t  
was , n o  one i n  the c e l l  b l o ck was �o 
r e c e i ve me d i c a t i o n  t i l l  furthe r no t i 
f i e d . T e l l  me th i s : do e s  t h i s  s ound 
r i ght ? ' 

Th i s  i s  wha t  I me an by v i o l a t i n g  our 
r i gh t s , r i ghts  we don ' t  s e e , r i gh t s  we 
c an ' t  h ave ; why ? And what c an we d o ?  
W e  ne e d  l e ga l  s upp o r t , a n d  we n e e d  
t h e  s upport o f  t h e  p e op l e . W e  can 
on l y  do so much . I j us t  don ' t  unde r 
s t and how they c an p un i sh e ve ryone for 
wh at one man doe s . A l s o ,  the guards 
a re s uppo s e d  t o  che ck on e ve ryone 
e ve ry hour . They don ' t  do . th i s . When 
you p ound on the door t o  re que s t  
s ome thin g ,  they want t o  l ock up the 
ce l l  b l ock for mak ing no i s e . Th i s  
i s  one o f  the many re a s ons they g i ve 
you , s o  you don ' t  p ound on the doo r .  

A s  for  the rul e s  and r e g u l a t ions he re , 
� ome _ are cont :a d i c t ions . F o r  examp l e , 

Me d i c a l  Se rvi ce s : Al l inma t e s  w i l l  
b e  g i ven a b r i e f  phy s i c a l  examinat i on 
w 1th in the f i r s t  week o f  incarce r a� 
t i on . "  I f  you ask the p e o p l e  here 
they ' l l t e l l  you di fferent . Some t imes 
you neve r re c e ive a me d i c a l . exam . But 
don ' t  count on the f i r s t w e e k . And 
whe n they mean b r i e f ,  they mean j us t  
that . You have t o  f i l l  a reque s t  
she e t  for  any me d i c a l  a t t e n t ion . As 
for the doctor  here , he ' s  s l ow and 
does  n o t  he lp anyone that n e e ds r e a l  
me d i c a l  a t t en t i on . One man had t o  
w a i t  3 weeks t o  g e t  a t o o th pul l e d  
t h a t  was hurt i n g . \no the r had a 
t o o th p u l l e d  and i t  b l e d . He a s k e d  
for gauze . T h e  guards s a i d  t h e y  had 
none , b ut w e  found o ut they di d .  They 
a l s o  g ive you s ome thing for the p a in ; 
eve ry 3 hours y ou ' re s uppo s e d  t o  ge t 
your med i ca t i on . A s k  the p r i s on e r s  i f  
they g o t  the i r  me d i c ine : they an swe r  
no , or  they g o t  i t  whe n  the guards 
were ready . As far a s  I ' m  conce rne d ,  
t h i s  j a i l  has the poore s t  medi c a l  
fac i l i t i e s  and d o c t o rs . 

Vi s i t in g  hours : we a r e  a l l owed two 
1 5  minute vi s i t s  a w e e k . Wh at c an 
b e  s a i d  in 1 5  minut e s ?  That ' s  a 
h a l f  hour a w e e k . The a l s o  t e l l  you , 
when v i s i t o r s  a r r i ve the n ame sha l l  

b e  anno un ce d ,  t o  g ive you a chance 
to ,re fus e a vi s i t or not . A l l  they 
t e l l  you is you g o t  a v i s i t , nothing 
more o r  l e s s . So  i f  you don ' t  want 
a v i s i t , we l l  you got t o  t ake a chance 
and g o , and i f  i t ' s  s ome one you don ' t  
want t o  s e e , we l l  you ' ve l o s t  one 
v i s i t , c au s e  they f i gure you j us t  
re fus e d  i t  for the n i gh t . 

Phone c a l l s : t h i s  i s  another p rob l em .  
One phone c a l l  p e r  week for f i ve min
ut e s . You c an ' t  s ay too  much in f i ve 
minute s .  I n  the o l d  county j ai l , 
you w e re a l l o�ed t o  c a l l  your a t t orney 
one day and your p e o p l e  the nex t : not 
so here . We shou l d  b e  a l l owed one fo r 
a t t o rneys and one fo r fami l y . 

Ma i l : H e re i s  anothe r p rob l e m .  I n  the 
rul e s  and regu l a t i ons , it s ay s , "Ma i l  
w i l l  b e  de l i ve red t o  you the day i t  
i s  r e c e ived . "  I ' ve g o t t e n  my m 'l i l  a t  
6 a . m .  and i t  w as from the day b e fo re . 
We have g o t te n  mai l at 7 p . m . , 8 ,  9 ,  
and e ve n  at 1 1  or 1 2  p . m .  Te l l  me 
mai l  come s in t h a t  l at e . We a re n o t  
s uppo s e d  to s e a l  our p e r s on a l  l e t t e r s . 
They fe a r  that contrab and may b e  in 
our l e t t e rs , b ut we may s e a l  l e g a l  
ma i l . Now , wh at k ind o f  cont r ab and 
they th ink we ' d  s end from the ins i de 
out , I ' l l neve r  know . They s ay they 
don ' t  read our ma i l ,  but they have 
b e en caught . I ' l l b e  s urpr i s e d  i f  they 
don ' t  re ad t h i s  l e t t e r  I ' m s ending to 
the Po s t . 

So you s e e  our p rob l ems . You s e e  wha t  
we go through , t h e  b u l l  we p u t  up 
w i th , and the inhumane t re atment they 
g i ve us . Wha t  more c an I s a y ?  What 
mo re c an be s a i d ?  That i s  why I ' m 
w r i t in g  t o  the Pos t :  t o  l e t  the 
re aders know the s i t u a t i on here . To 
ask for the i r  s upport to b e t t e r  the 
cond i t ions here . And to h e l p  a s  much 
as p o s s ib l e . Sure , we h ave f ine 
o r g an i z at i ons l ike the ACLU and 
Pra i r i e  S t ate L e g a l  S e r v i c e s . But we 
n e e d  the p e o p l e  t o o . And as the p e o 
p l e  y o u  c an s p e ak o ut and b e  he ard . 
I t  i s  the p e o p l e  we a s k  for h e l p  t o  
b e t t e r  the p r i s ons and j a i l s  in t h i s  
coun t ry , t o  r i d  t h e m  o f  inhuman 
c ondi t i ons , and the he l l  we g o  through 
and the r i ghts  that  are v i o l a te d . 
W i th your s uppo r t , we may find a way 
and hope ful l y  there w i l l  b e  change s . 
P l e as e  w r i te and l e t  me know how you 
can he lp us . And l e t  the k e e p e r  o f  
j a i l s  and p r i s ons know you c are and 
want s ome thing done . Again , I thank 
the Pos t and hope they keep up the 
good work they ' ve b e en doing . 

J .  P .  Youn g  
c / o  1 0 4  W .  Front 
Mc L e an Coun ty ·Ja i l  
B l ooming ton , I L  6 1 7 0 1  
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Pontiac trials begin 
. Fo r  s eve ral  weeks now , Judge Luthe r 
H .  Dea rb o rn has b e en l i s te n i n g  ( ? ? )  

: to p re t r i al mo t i ons p re ce ding the 
· fi r s t  of s e v e r a l  c as e s  to c ome to 
t r i a l  invol vi n g  i n d i c tment s h aride d  

' down a f t e r  t h e  r i o t  at Pon t i ac C o r re c 
' t i onal Cen t e r  o n  July 2 2 ,  1 9 7 8 . The re 
h ave b e en 3 1  men i n d i c t e d  a l t o ge th e r .  

- I n  thi s  f i r s t  t r i a l , Luis  Pere z and 
: Manue l S an t i ago are charged w i th 
. ag g r ava t e d  b at t e ry agains t ano ther 

p r i s on e r  n amed Edd i e  Cas t aneda , a 
. charge that  could b r ing them a 1 0 -
y e a r  s en t ence . I don ' t  b e l i eve 
that the State  r e a l ly c a r e s  whe ther 
or not s omeb o dy beat up Eddi e .  I 
f e e l  that the i r  s tr a t e gy i s  t o  
p r o s ecute thi s  c a s e  f i r s t  i n  order 
t o  des t roy any commun i ty s upport 
for the p r i s on e r s  s ince this  is the 
only case whe r e  inma t e s  are charged 
w i th b e at i n g  another inmate . 

The payoff 
The s e  men were charged w i th this  
o f fens e b e caus e s ome s pe c i a l agent s 
inte rviewe d and i n t e r ro gated 2 0 0 0  
men who had b e en w i thout s howe rs , 
r e c re a t i on , c l e an c l o the s , fami l y  
v i s i t s , phone c a l l s , l ib rary r i gh t s , 
o r  chap e l  r i gh t s  for  months . They 
were o f fe r e d  "good t i me " or a t rans 
fer i f  they wou l d  n ame p e r s ons who 
were invo lved in the r i o t . ( "Good 
t ime " amoun t s  to a r e duc t i on of  actual 
t ime s e rve d . )  E v i dent ly , s ome of  the s e  
fe l l as name d S an t iago and P e re z . 

The s e  s p e c i a l  agents were from the 
I l l ino i s  Departmen t  of L aw Enforc e 
ment ( I DLE)  wh i ch was i n  con t r o l  o f  
the p r i s on for the 1 0 - month de adl ock 
p e r i o d  fo l l owing the r i o t . (You 
shoul d see the s e  guys ; they ' re 
re gu l a r  goons . )  They were as s i s t e d  
in the i r  i nve s t i ga t i on b y  l o t s  o f  
mon ey from the I l l ino i s  taxpaye r s  as 
we l l  a s  two charming gent leme n  from 
the L ivings t on Coun ty S t at e ' s  A t t o r 
ney ' s  o f f i c e , D av i d  Vo ge l a n d  J ohn 
Beyer . 

I ' ve a lways v i ewed court as a the a t re 
p roduc t ion , as mos t  good l awye r s  are 
a l s o  grand a c t o r s , b ut th i s  as s i s tant 
s t at e ' s  a t t o rney John Beyer is one o f  
the mos t drama t i c  I ' ve ever r un 
a c r os s . H i s  ant i c s  are s imp l y  
i n c r e d ib l e . 

B ut th i s  c a s e  i s  much more than an 
e n t e r t a i ning s t a ge p l ay or a s imp l e  
c a s e  o f  aggrava t e d  b a t t e ry , as the 
S t a te woul d l i ke to think o f  i t . 
Two men ' s  l i ve s  are i nvo lved here . 

In the p re t r i al mo t i ons , the de fen s e  
l awye r s , She l Bann i s te r  for  Sant i a go 
and Wi l l i am C l ark for Pe re z , h ave b e en 
t ry i n g  t o  s how that the c ond i t i on s  
o f  the p r i s on and t h e  manne r i n  which 
the inve s t i gat i on was c onduc t e d  are 
i mp o r t an t  mat t e rs t o  c ons i de r  i n  the 

credib i l i t y  of s tatements made by 
inmates  about what happene d on July 
2 2 ,  1 9 7 8 .  They have argued two 
mo t i ons re l a t e d  to th i s . · One was a 
mo t i on to s uppre s s  s t ateme n t s  made 
b y  the de fendant s .  After  hearing 
t e s t imony b y  var ious I DLE agent s , the 
cour t de c i de d  the s ta tement s were 
val i d ,  e ven though Pere z re fus e d  to 
s i gn a w a i ve r  of r i gh t s  p ap e r  p r i o r  
t o  mak in g  a s ta te ment . 

I f  the de fen s e  h ad won , the s e  
s t a tements could n o t  have b e en us e d  
a s  evi dence . 

Lui s  P e re z and Manu e l  S an t i ago 
( P i cture comp l iment s  of the Pont iac 
P r i s oners  Support C o a l i t ion)  

The other mo t i on re l at e d  to inmate 
i n t e r r o g at i qn was a mo t i on to s uppre s s  
photo i dent i f i ca t i on o f  S an t i a go and 
Pe re z by othe r inmat e s  on the grounds 
that the agents s ugge s t ed c e r t a i n  
p e o p l e  that t h e  inma t e s  should name 
and that they were b ri b e d  by o f fe r s  
o f  g o o d  t ime . 

Th i s  mo t i on was ve ry inte re s t i n g  
indeed , e s pe c i a l l y  t h e  t e s t imony o f  
an inmat e  named Ch a r l e s  Mitche l l . 
M i t che l l  was one o f  the p e r s ons who 
i dent i f i e d  Lui s  P e re z in 1 9 7 8  as b e ing 
a part i c i p an t  i n  the riot and 
p romi s e d  to go to court and t e s t i fy 
for  the s t ate . I t  was a known fact 
a t  t·hat t ime in the p r i s on that the 
I DLE was o ffe r in g  de a l s  to thos e  who 
wou l d  name name s . Afte r he s n i tche d ,  
h e  chan ged h i s  mind s e ve r a l  t i me s 
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whe the r o r  not  to go through w i th i t . 
The de fense c a l l e d  h im to the s t and 
and he s a i d  that the St ate t o l d  h im 
t o  name Luis  Pere z and they ' d  make 
h i m  a de al . The St ate was s o  ups e t  
ab out th i s  that they c a l l e d  5 agents 
t o  i mpeach the � e s t imony of the i r  
s n i t ch . 

John Beye r a l s o  t e s t i f i e d  dur ing t h i s  
mot i on . H e  s ai d  t h a t  wh i l e  inte r 
viewing ano the r inma te name d Shane 
A l e xande r ,  he threatened h i m  w i th 
contemp t  o f  court when he s a i d  he 
d i dn ' t  want to get  invo l ve d . 

The mo t i on t o  s uppre s s  pho to i de n 
t i fi cat ion w a s  deni e d . 

Oth e r  de fens e  mot i on s  wh i ch were 
den i e d  i n c l ude a change of venue 
mo t i on and a mo t i on to d i smi s s  a 
pane l o f  j urors . The de fens e fe l t  
that b ecaus e o f  the proximity o f  
Mc Lean County t o  Pont i ac and the 
amount of l oc a l  news cove rage of the 
inc i dent that it  woul d be impos s ib l e  
f o  ge t a f a i r  t r i a l  fo r S an t i ago 
and Pere z here . Ano the r fac t o r  i n  
t h e  mo t i ons w a s  the smal l percentage 
of non - wh i t e  p e r s ons re s i d ing i n  
McLean County . The de fendan t s  are 
b oth Lat inos . 

All - white j u ry 

An al l - wh i te j ury has  been s e le c t e d . 
The re was not  one non-wh i t e  p e r s o n  
among t h e  p o ten t i a l  j ur o rs . The t r i a l  
i s  due to s t art o n  Monday J an . 2 1 .  
I have t r i e d  to g i ve you a s umma ry o f  
wh at J s  happened i n  this  proceeding 
s o  far . F o r  mo re b ackground , you 

· should re fe r  to the l as t  s e ve ral  
i s s ue s  o f  the  Po s t - Ame ri kan . 

I fe e l  that th i s  c a s e  should neve r 
have come to t r i a l . S ince s ome p r o 
pe rty w a s  de s troyed in t h e  r i o t  and 
s ome people were hurt and k i l l e d ,  the 
State  wan t s  p r i s oners  to take the 
rap . Seventeen p e r s ons a re charged 
w i th murde r and w i l l  b e  t r i e d  in 
Chicago . Fourteen are · charged with 
various • o the r  cr ime s  and w i l l  b e  t r i e d  
downs tate , mo s t ly in McLean County . 

The State  should t ake the rap fo r th i s  
r i o t , b e c ause  i t  was b as i c a l l y  the ir 
fau l t .  They c r owd grown b l ack and 
l a t ino men into d i rty ce l l s , s t r ip 
them of the i r  d i gn i ty and h i re i gn o r 
an t wh i te rac i s ts to b e  the i r  ove r 
s e e r s . How l ong d o  they expect the s e  
men to take th i s  k i n d  o f  treatment ? 
As long as the re are p r i s ons , 
reb e l l i on i s  inev i t ab l e . The act o f  
reb e l l i on i s  a human react i on , not a 
cr ime . • 

- - Sus an O ' Ne a l  

Downs Import Auto Service 
Does your imported car suffer 

from these dread cti seases? 

·Anxious Alter nator 

- Broken Bra kes 

- Pa ined Pistons 

-Senile Suspension 

No matter what ails your auto , 

we have the cure . 

Call  today for a diagnosis. 

Shaffer Dr. , Dow.ns· 378·4321 

Vander 
Bug TM 
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Sma l l  Changes  Books tore had a fab u 
l ous h o l i day s e as on . W e  t ook a B I G  
gamb l e  and spent an outrage ous amount 
of money on new s t ock . Much to our 
re l i e f  and de l i gh t , we s o l d  enough o f  
i t  t o  p ay our b i l l s . W e  made ove r 
$ 1 , 0 0 0  i n  De cemb e r , and we ' re tre 
mendous l y  g r at e fu l  t o  a l l  our frien ds 
who , through the i r  l o y a l  s upport , 
made i t  a l l  po s s ib le . 

Because  we re a l ly g re a t l y  increas e d  
o u r  s t ock f o r  the ho l i days , our 
she l ve s  are s t i l l  ful l e r  than u s u a l . 
And there ' s  no s topp i n g  us e i th e r  . . .  
we j us t  keep adding more groovy s tu f f  
to o u r  inventory . 

For  examp l e , we ' ve got  s ome b rand- new 
hardcove r  b o oks , hot off the p re s s e s  
(we l l , a t  l e a s t  l ukewarm) . The s e  
incl ude Chang ing of the Gods , a 
fe min i s t  c r i t i que o f  re l i g i on and 
p s ychoan a l y s i s , and Sunday ' s  Women : 
A Report on Le s b i an L i fe Today .  

We now c arry femi n i s t  and l e sb i an 
j ewe l ry .  Our l im i t e d  tr i a l  s e l e c t ion 
in c lude s womvn ' s  symb o l , l e s b i an 

(doub l e , i n t e r l ock i n g  womyn ' s ) symb o l , 
and l ab ry s  (doub l e - he aded ax) 
pendan t s . They are 1 0 0 %  st e r l in g  
s i lver , a n d  are tas te fu l  g i ft s  f o r  the 
s pe c i a l  womyn in y o ur l i fe .  

We have a new s ty l e  o f  Pon t i ac P r i s on 
e r s  S upport Co a l i t i on T - s h i r t s , and 
No Nukes  T - s h i r t s , too . The No Nukes 

*******************� IBruWlWl�rnnn)J · 
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GP A plans activities 
ISU's Gay People 's Alliance has planned a varied 
slate of programs and activities for the second 
semester of the school year. 

The Jan. 23 meeting will feature a discussion of 
the "problems and meanings of "coming out. I I  Sev
eral small groups will explore the social, political, 
economic and p?rsonal aspects of revealing one's 
gayness. Although the topic is primarily aimed at 
gay people, non-gays will also be interested in 
learning about the gay struggle to be open and hon
est in a repressive society. 

On Jan. 30 a presentation on V. D. and its specific ' 

relation to gay people will be given. 

Programs in February include a gay-straight rap 
(Feb 6),  a report on a study of dyad communicat
ion among gay males(Feb. 20), and a reading of 
Robert Patrick's play "T-Shirts" (Feb. 27). A 
coffee house for gay men and lesbians is tentative
ly scheduled for Feb. 29. 

The regular weekly meetings of GPA are held at 
8 p. m. on Wednesdays ir. room 112 of Fairchild . 
Hall on the ISU campus. M :>re information about 
GPA and its activities can. be obtained from Jane 
Scott at 454-1565 or Ivan Gronsky at 452-5852. 

Open house at vocational center 
The B l ooming ton Area Vocat i onal  Cen
t e r  w i l l  hold its  annual open h ou s e  
Sunday Feb . 1 0  from 1 to  3 pm . 
St uden t s  wi l l  s i mu l at e  a typ i ca l  day 
at the c en te r .  D i s p l ays w i l l  dep i c t  
var i ous o c cup a t i on s  in wh i ch s tudents 
are emp l oye d . S tuden t s  from 17  area 
h i gh s choo l s  rece i ve f i rs t - hand 
expe r i e n c e s  in c a r e e r  p l anning and 

invo l vement . At the area center 
s tudents l e arn there is  d i gn i ty in  
w o rk ing w i th your hands . 

The center i s  l o ca t e d  a t  the e as t  end 
of B l oomington H i gh Schoo l .  P l e a s e  
e n t e r  t h e  n o r the a s t  d o o r s  and s e e  what 
vocat i on a l  e ducat i on i s  doing fo r the 
youth of your commun i ty . 

11 -1 � ,.,  0 �  
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s h i r t s  are ava i l ab le i n  ch i l dren ' s  
as we l l  as adu l t  s i z e s . 

We now carry P a i d  My Due s : A Journal 
of Women in Mus i c . We ' l l s o on have 
Mothe r Jone s , S e ve n  Day s , H e r e s i e s  
( a  femi n i s t  l i te r ary maga z in e ) , S t a t e  
a n d  M i n d  ( a  r ad i c a l  the rapy rag) , and 
other movement - o r iented p e r i o d i c al s . 
Che ck i t  out : 

The c o l l ec t i ve w o u l d  l ik e  t o  thank 
Susan O ' Ne a l , Ann Lew i s , and Laurie  
Dah l b e r g  for h e l p i n g  u s  s t a f f  the 
s to re dur ing the h o l i day b urn - out . 
We coul dn ' t  have done i t  w i thout 
the m : 

We ' re l o o k i n g  fo rward t o  a s t i mu 
l at ing new year  o f  growth , s t ru gg l e , 
and more g rowth . We hope you ' l l 
share i t  w i th u s . 

- - Ju l i e , fo r the Sma l l  Changes  
C o l l e c t ive 

Jail review 
committee for med 

An independent McLean C oun ty J a i l  
Re v i ew Comm i t tee o r g an i z e d  a s  a j o int 
e ffort of four commun i ty s e rv i c e  
organ i z a t ions t o  e s t ab l i s h  on - go in g  
contact b e tween t h e  c o unty j a i l  and 
the commun i ty . T h i s  c i t i z e n ' s  group 
organ i z e d  w i th the cooperat i on o f  the 
McLe an County She r i f f  and the j a i l  
s t a f f . I t  w i l l  mee t  pe r i o d i c a l l y  w i th 
p r i s oners  and j a i l  p e r s onne l to mon -

. i t o r  j a i l  c ond i t i ons . The commi ttee  
w i l l  make recommenda t i ons on d i f fi cu l 
t i e s  and w o rk toward s o lut i on s . 

Memb e rs o f  the 1 2 - memb e r  c ommi t t e e  
w i l l  s e rve te rms r an g i n g  from one t o  
three y e a r s . Three memb e rs w i l l  b e  
name d to t h e  c omm i t t e e  by e ach o f  the 
par t i c i p a t in g  o r g an i z at i ons : the 
Cen t r a l  I l l ino i s  Chapte r of the Ame r 
i can C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  Un i on ,  the 
McLe an County Chapt e r  of the L e ag ue 
o f  Women Vo t e r s , the McL e an County 
Min i s t e r i al As s o c i at i on , and the 
McLe an County Chap t e r  of the Nat i onal 
As s o c i at i on for the Advancemen t  o f  
C o l o r e d  Peop l e . 

O f f i c e r s  are : Re verend C a r l  E s e nwe in , 
cha irpe rs o n ; Fran c i s  I rv i n , vi ce 
chai r ;  Me r e d i th Schroede r ,  s ec re t ary . 
F o r  i n fo rmat ion c a l l Carl  E s enwe in at 
8 2 8 - 4 4 9 0  home , o r  8 2 8 - 0 2 3 5 o f f i c e . 

capital punlshment 
meang them vvitho!lt the cap1t0l 
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New name for 
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planned parenthood 
Planned Parenthood o f  McLean County 
is now Planned Parenthood of Mid 
Central Illinois . For problem 
pregnancy counsel ing or information 
on contracept ion , call Planned 
Parenthood at 827-8025 or visit at 
2 0 1  E. Grove , 2nd floor , Bloomington . 
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Today the family·· 
In a move similar to Hitler ' s  campaign 
to "re s to re the family to i ts right 
ful place , "  the New Right in thi s  
country has propo s e d  who le sale repre s s 
ions i n  the form o f  "The Family Pro 
tection Act o f  1 97 9 " ( S  1 8 0 8 ) . 

The b i ll was introduced in Congre s s  
las t  September b y  conservat ive Sen . 
Paul Laxalt ( R-NV ) , but little atten
tion was given to i t  until the Gay 
Rights National Lobby ( GRNL )  re cently 
zero e d  in on i t . Gay groups and gay 
rights are prime targe ts o f  the act . 

GRNL be lieves that Laxalt intro duced 
his bill at the urging of  a new Chri s 
tian lobby call Moral Ma j o rity,  headed 
by evangelist Jerry Falwe ll . Such 
legi s lation was first dis cus sed s eve ral 
months ago in a newsletter from Mo ral 
Ma j ority . 

Bilied  as a means "to strengthen the 
Ameri can fami ly and promo te the vir
tue s o f  family life , " S 1 8 0 8  a ttacks 
many of the usual causes whi ch ups e t  
c onservatives and fascists . A t  the s ame 
time , it pro po s e s  considerable tax 
benefits for marriage and bre eding - 
such as  an extra exemption i n  the year 
a child is born or adopte d .  

The Family Pro tection Act has 35 ma j o r  
provisions ; 1 7  o f  them revo lve around 
education . A list of some of the mo re 
o dious one s follows , and though i t  
reads like the parano id ravings o f  
a demented radic al ,  I assure you they 
are for real . In fac t ,  the s e  items 
were all taken from Laxal t ' s  speech to 
the S enat e in support of h i s  bill:  

- -pro hibit any federal funds to s tates 
whi ch do no t allow vo luntary prayer in 
s chools 

Tomorrow the world ! 
- -forbid funds to s tates unless "par
ents can participate in deci sions re 
lating to the s tudy o f  re ligi on " 

- - "wi thho ld funds to any program that 
tea che s children value s that contra 
di c t  demons trated communi ty beliefs  
or to buy any textbo oks that denigrate , 
dimini sh or deny the hi stori cally 
unders tood ro le differences betwe en 
the sexe s " 

- -re serve for the s tate s the right , 
wi th parental consultation,  "to 
limit or  prohibi t intermingling of 

the sexe s  in sports o r  o ther s cho o l 
rela ted activiti es , fre a of  Fe deral 
interference " 

- -exempt priva te s chools from super 
vision o f  the National Labor Relations 
Board 

- -prohibit the Internal Revenue Ser
vice from "be ing arbi trary and cap
ri cious in granting or  wi thdrawing 
tax -exempt and tax -deductible status " 
o f  pri vate s cho o l s  

--create a " legal pre sumption i n  the 
Federal Co de in favor of the parents ' 
ro le in supervis.J_ng and de termining 
the religious or moral formation of  
their chi ldren "  

--prohibit fe deral funding f o r  con
traceptive , V.D . treatment or  abortion 
s ervi c e s  to an unmarri ed minor "unless 
there i s  an attempt to no ti fy the par
ent s " 

- -restrict the activi t i e s  of  the Legal 
Servi c e s  Corp . in areas o f  divorce , 
abortio n ,  gay rights ,  and s cho o l  de
segregation 

- -prohibit  vo luntarily unemployed 
students from re ceiving food stamps 

--forbid fe deral funds to any org 
ani zation whi ch "advo cates homo sex
uality or pre sents homo sexuality as 
an acceptable alternative life style " 

- -write into law "a statement that dis 
crimination against de clared homo s ex 
uals would never b e  considered an 
unlawful employment pract ice " 

the nuclear family ne eds this kind 
pro tection,  i t  really mus t  be in 

_ ouble . Le t ' s  hope the outmo ded 
�ns titution co llaps e s  comple tely before 
Laxalt and hi s fe llow Naz i s  get the i r .  
bill pas s e d  . •  

- -Ferdydurke 

Sourc e s : Gay Community News ( Bo ston ) , 
The Advo cate ( Lo s  Angele s ) , Congre s s 
ional Re cord , Sept . 27 , 1 97 9 .  
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One 
nation, 
under 

guard . . .  
Amused by our story about how 
Gov . Jim Thompson thinks that 
saying the Pledge of Allegiance 
every day is good for children's 
patriotic upbringing , a friend 
gave us a transcript of how her 
six-year-old daughter under
stands the Pledge. Here ' s  how 
she says it: 

"I pledge allegiance to the flag 
of the United States of America 
and to the republic for witches ' 
dance: one nation, under guard, 
indivisible , with liverty and 
justiff for all . " 

"One nation, under guard" is, 
I think, an improvement on the 
original. 

- -Phoebe C !lulfield 

Pregnant and breast-feJ=lding women, 
infant s ,  and children under five years 
old may be eligible for a free weekly 
c are package from the WIC program . 

WIC is a government-sponsored 
program which provides nutritious 
food, encourages good healtp care, 
and promotes nutrition consciousness 
through education. 

People c an qualify for WIC on the 
basis of physical ,  nutritional, or 
financial need. You need to be a 
resident of Mc Lean County in order 
to be certified for the program. 
That' s  the hardest part. The rest 
is pretty easy. 

You need to c all the WIC clinic and 
make an appointment to apply for 
their program. Their phone number 
is 829-2221 ,  and their address is 
722 W .  Chestnut in Bloomington 
(across the street from the public 
aid office--the pink/purple bus runs 
right by it) . 

When you call for an appointment, 
they 'll tell you to bring proof of 
your incom e .  A couple of recent 

paycheck stubs is fine . When I 
applied for WIC , the folks there 
seemed much less hard-core about 
finances than the food stamp people. 
They have a table to determine 
financial eligibility, and according 
to it , any minimum-wage slave is 
certain to qualify.  

The way they determine physical 
need is by a medical exam . If you 
are anemic , underweight, not grow
ing properly, or sickly in any way, 
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looks like a sleepy, serene community. 
If you listen to the city fathers , the Pantagraph, the 
c i v i c  boosters and the phony speechmakers, you 
would think we lived in a l930's Hollywood set.. But 
let's look b e h i n d  the scenes. Each month since 
April 1972, the Post-Amerikan h a s  b e e n  denting 
that serene facade, printi� the embarrassing truths 
the city fathers 'would rather overlook. Take an
o t h e r  look at Bloomington-Normal. Subscribe to 
the Post-Amerikan. 

For the next 12 monthly issues, send $3 . 00 to Post
Amerikan, P. O. Box 3452 , Bloomington, IL. 61701. 

look 
• again. 

prograin 
you ' ll most likely be certified for the program . 

Nutritional need is determined by a dietary eval
uation. What they do is called a nutritional recall. -
In other words , they just sit you down and ask you 

what you've eaten in the past 24 hours ,  and try to 
get some idea of what your general eating habits 
are . This is an easy one to cheat on . . .  just pre
tend you eat poorly and you've got free milk 
and eggs (or formula and pablum) for six months . 

Once you and/or your kids are enrolled in the 
program·, you havt:> to attend a nutrition educa tion 
class or your certification will be cancelled. It ' s  
real basic , it ' s  good stuff to know , and it only 
lasts about an hour. 

Eligibility i s  for 6 months , after which you and/ 
or your kids will have to submit to another blood 
test and medical examination to see if you still 
qualify .  

The WIC package is delivered to your home weekly. 
You' ll get milk, cheese,  eggs , cereal, and orange 
juice . Babies can get formula, cereal, and juice. 
The cheese is actually processed Amerikan 
"cheese food" slice s ,  and if you like it, you can 
have mine too ! 

WIC is a fairly new program, and they aren't 
overworked and understaffed, as the food stamp · 
office seems to be . At WIC , I felt much more 
like a real person ,  instt�ad of m8rely the organ
ism that fills out the Almighty Form . All the 
staff womfm were pleasant and respectful. The 
milk delivery person who brings the package is 
real nice, too ._ 

So although they have some funny ideas about 
what food is actually nutritious (the cheese and 
cereal leave a lot to be desired) , the WIC program 
is an accessible source of freebies , and in rough 
times like these, every little bit helps . •  

a ENCLOSED I S  $ 3 . 0 0 FOR 
THE NEXT 12 I SSUES . 

CJ ENCLOSED I S  $ 4 . 0 0 FOR 
A POST - AMERI KAN T - SH I RT 
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